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IS YOUR HERD TOO THIN? 
This is the best time of the year to body condition score (BCS) 
your herd. The decisions you make from now on will have an 
influence on Body Condition Score at calving next year and a 
major effect on next year’s mating. 
 

Following condition loss in the post calving period cows will 

begin to gain condition once peak lactation has been attained. 

Feeding of supplements (Palm Kernel, Grain, Silage, etc.) will help cows to gain condition more rapidly, however some 

high production cows will put more of this energy into milk production not condition. Also, on all grass systems, 

condition gains will slow concurrently with a decline in pasture quality in mid-season. 

Seasonal Change In Body Condition Score 
Source: NZ Dairy. 

During the second half of lactation, those animals in their first season do not gain condition as quickly as the rest of the 
herd.  As a result, cows entering their second lactation will be on average in lighter condition at the time of calving than 
the rest of the herd, however preferential feeding toward the end of their first season can help to minimise this effect.  

We would recommend an independent BCS of the herd now by an independent certified scorer, so that a management 
plan can be formulated.  Vets On Alabama have a certified scorer to give your herd an independent BCS. 

Body Condition Score targets are achieved by: 

 Adjusting quality and types of feed. 

 Frequency of milking.  (OAD, 16-18hr) 

 Adjusting the length of lactation. (moving your drying off date)  
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Photosensitivity  
 

Cows showing exaggerated sensitivity to sunlight with skin inflammation, especially on the face, udder and white coated 

areas are described as showing photosensitivity. 

In severe cases the animal can be in extreme pain and collapse, or show colic-like symptoms. At this time of the year 

Facial Eczema is often considered the cause, but be aware there are other possible causes. 

1. Facial Eczema 

 

This is caused by a fungus in the grass which produces spores that damage the liver. Chorophyll (the green 

pigment in grass) as well as bile and other waste products from the body build up in the bloodstream causing 

skin sensitivity to light. 

The level of spore production increases from now on but is dependent on the temperature and moisture levels 

and will therefore vary from season to season. The disease has traditionally been known more as a North Island 

problem, but we are seeing more evidence of it in this region. Over the last few seasons we have seen 

increasing cases in Koromiko, Linkwater and Canvastown, plus sporadically in other areas. On farm spore test 

kits are available to measure spore levels and can be used on faecal or pasture samples. So far this season 

samples from the North Island have shown relatively low levels of spores, but they typically start to increase 

from now on. 

We would suggest that farms that have had a history of facial eczema do spore counts now and repeat over the 

next few weeks. With the right conditions spore counts can increase very quickly.  If levels are increasing, it is 

recommended that treatment (e.g. Zinc sulphate in the drinking water) is started as soon as practical. 

  

Please contact the clinic if you require a spore testing kit to evaluate conditions on your farm. 

 

The SPORPAK faecal spore counting (FSC) test allows the easy counting of spores in the faeces of animals to 

give an accurate assessment of spore intake by the stock. Given spores are not distributed evenly on pasture, 

and it is difficult to gauge the amount of spores that have actually been swallowed by the stock, unless the 

faeces are sampled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Samples need to be taken at morning milking and refrigerated. They need to be dropped at the clinic before 

2pm so we can complete the paperwork and get them away. Results will be back within 24 – 48hrs. 
 

When taking faecal samples, take 3 teaspoons from 3 different places on one faecal pad and repeat for 5pads. 

Therefore you are required to collect 15 teaspoons in total. 
 

2. Turnip Toxicity 
 

The humble turnip is a valuable supplementary feed in late summer/early autumn. However they can contain 

glucosinolates which can lead to liver damage and skin photosensitivity (like the spores that cause facial 

eczema). Unfortunately there is no available test for determining the potentially toxic levels to provide either an 

indication of risk or to confirm toxicity. Managing cattle on a toxic turnip crop is similar to dealing with excess 

nitrate in crops or pasture – reduction of intake by prior feeding of supplement (e.g. hay) and minimising time 

on the crop. 

To evaluate the conditions on your farm, the SPORPAK test kits are 

available from the clinic.   

The cost of these kits is $18.00 + GST. 



 

  

3. Spring Eczema 

As its name suggests “spring eczema” normally occurs prior to Christmas and produces photosensitivity in both 

adult cows and calves. It is thought to be associated with grazing very lush pastures. Though it is most commonly 

seen in spring, it can occur at other times of the year with various grasses and crops. Underlying liver damage can 

also be a contributing factor. 

 

Ticks & Theileria 
 

Ticks are an external parasite, which are present on some properties in Marlborough. In some years depending on 

winter and spring temperatures, plus the amount of vegetative growth which can provide cover for the development 

stages of this parasite, we will see apparent outbreaks of disease. 

 

This season we have encountered quite a large number of cases where very high tick numbers have been present. 

Several of these cases have involved deer, though we are also seeing them on cattle, 

sheep, horses, and even from dogs on some properties. If you see any ticks on your 

stock and you would like advice, please give the clinic a call. 

 

In our October 2013 Newsletter we outlined the risks associated with Theileria, 

however to recap – This is a blood borne parasite known as Theileria orientalis 

which is transmitted by ticks and causes anaemia. A number of cases have been 

reported in the North Island this season. To date we have not had any reported 

cases in Marlborough, but potentially they could occur. The most likely route of 

infection is already infected cattle being moved into the area.  

 

 

 

 

Signs of anaemia –  

 

 Cows struggling behind as they walk to the shed 

 Increased respiration and heart rate. 

 Pale udder, yellow eyes. 

 Pale, rather than pink, vulva. 

 Cows with no energy. 

 

Blood tests can help with a diagnosis and there is a treatment available. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Hypocalcaemia In Mid-Lactation Dairy Cattle 
 

Cows going down with hypocalcaemia (milk-fever) are normally 

associated with calving and peak lactation. However it can also occur 

in cows in mid lactation when grazing newly grasses paddocks, which 

are infested with Fat-Hen. This weed can initially outgrow newly 

sown ryegrass and it is not unusual for the paddock to be up to 50% 

Fat-Hen. 
 

Several cases have occurred in Canterbury (and we have seen one 

here) where 10% of the milking herd have been affected and down, 

which would be quite a shock to find first thing in the morning! 
 

 

Treatment with calcium products are generally successful with affected animals recovering completely if treated early 

enough.  

 

DRY COW CONSULTS - What value do you get out of this? 
 
As we start to head from mid lactation to late lactation we need to start thinking about what is required to dry off the 
herd successfully and set things up for next season.  
 
It is also a great chance for you to sit down with us to discuss mastitis and milk quality specifically for your herd and your 
farm. This will ensure that we meet the legal obligations to prescribe dry cow therapies to your herd. We also want to 
be able to start to build a plan for next season for your herd’s production and focus on the goals that you want to 
achieve.   
 
Ensuring that you achieve the best possible production figures, and profitability for your operation is possibly going to 
be the biggest motivating factor, however there are some other factors that are seen as more important for some 
farmers. 
 
These may include: 

 A plan to reduce stress associated with the treatment of clinical cows . 

 Time management improvement from ensuring there is a planned approach. 

 On farm staff training to ensure everyone is at the same competency level. 
 

This year we will be sending out a Dry Cow Consult form in advance to record information correctly, so to correctly 
prescribe for your herd. This will also help us to identify any areas in advance that you may need help with, that can be 
discussed with you at the time of your consult. 
 
The most critical information is the bulk tank trends over the whole season, clinical cases by month and any herd testing 
data.  
 
When we send you the form, please take the time to fill it out and get it back to us, ideally before meeting with your vet.  
DCT treatment is a large investment and we are able to help you to ensure that you get the maximum benefit from the 
treatment regime that is prescribed.  
     



 


