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Message from Peter Howard 
 In case I haven’t had chance to catch up with you before the end of April . I will 

be on sabbatical for 12 months at Adelaide University-hoping to learn some new 

skills! 

Thanks for having me so far and a special thanks to those I have worked closely 

with. All the best for your endeavours this season and be rest assured that Vets 

on Alabama will continue to service the dairy sector with new staff coming. 

 

 

 

Dry cow 
We all hope for more rain at this time of year to 

extend the milking season. However it is inevitable 

that some cows will be dried off early and these girls 

will need some protection as well as the main herd 

who can hopefully hold off until May.  

We are happy to dispense a small amount of dry cow for small mobs being dried off early. We recommend these girls 

get Teatseal® with antibiotic as the Teatseal® will protect against new infections until calving.  

By now you should have received a letter/e mail with details on the information we need before we can prescribe dry 

cow for the herd. This is done after a dry cow consult, please try to get as much information as possible to make this 

consult useful to you.  

Leptospirosis vaccination reminder 
Herd, heifer and young stock lepto booster shots are 

now due and should be done in the next few months 

before dry off. Please ring the clinic to order the 

number of doses you need. 
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Scanning Results 
We are busy pregnancy testing at the moment and it’s fair to say results have been highly variable; much more so than 

previous years with some excellent results and also some poorer ones. Empty rates have been as low as 7% and higher 

than 20%.   

It seems there may have been some nutritional problems through the spring and mating-namely energy deficit. Other 

problems identified include performance of the two year. olds, bull performance, herd body condition and non cycler 

management. With data on minda we can look in detail at your farms performance and come up with some suggestions 

for next year. 

For what it’s worth best performance was seen in those farms actively managing energy deficit in spring through 

supplementary feeding. 

FE update  
National Spore Counts remain high, with one reading in the Tasman region of 100,000! Levels will vary from farm to 

farm, so it is recommended that you take samples for testing to monitor your situation. 

 

 
 
 

Data provided by: Anexa FVC Gordonton, Atkinson & Associates Piopio, Eastland Vet Services, 
Eltham Vet Services, Franklin Vet Services Kopu/ Pukekohe/ Taupiri, Global Vets, Kaimai Vets 

Matamata, New Plymouth District Vets, South Rangitikei Vet Services, Taihape Vets, Te Puke Vet 
Centre, Totally Vets Awapuni, Vetora Reporoa, Whitianga Vets 

AsureQuality Contributors: Gisborne, Hastings, Levin, Masterton, Morrinsville, Pukekohe, 

Tararua, Taupo 

 

 

 

 



 

Liver tests 
Trace element status in dairy cows is VERY IMPORTANT. Cull cows going to the works can be tested; you need to get a 

form from the clinic and give it to the truck driver when your culls go to the works. You must also ring the clinic and get 

us to fax/email  a form AS WELL. Experience has shown that unless this happens the samples may not get taken. 

Body Condition 

Scoring (BCS) 
Autumn is the best time 

to have your herd body 

condition scored. This 

gives you time to make a 

plan/feed budget to 

achieve a score of 5 at 

dry off if possible and 

calving. We are scoring 

herds at the moment so 

let us know if you would 

like to use this service.  

Achieving BCS 5 at 

calving is known as a key 

factor in hitting 6 week 

in calf rate targets. 

 

Young stock copper and drench. 
We often recommend 10g copper @ 100kg and 20g bolus @ 200kg. Don’t forget the 20g copper bullet for calves 

prewinter. This sustains copper levels through the winter and usually up until mating and is safe, providing they do not 

have access to PKE in the Autumn/Winter. 

Drenching frequency can reduce over the winter but Autumn is still a high risk period for parasites. Spring born 

replacements should continue to get regular dual action drench, we usually recommend Eclipse pour on but some oral 

preparations are also suitable e.g. Arrest C. If in doubt whether to drench,  drop in some faecal samples and we can 

assess the risk. Calf packs available at the clinic are really excellent value. We are always happy to discuss your drench 

plan. 

New Regulations 
There is a raft of new Animal Welfare regulations coming out from MPI-most will be current as of October 2018 but 

some have a delayed introduction of October 2019.  

You will no doubt be made aware of these new regulations, but basically they make it an offence to: 

 Debud or dehorn cattle without pain relief (Oct 2019) 

 Transport cattle with : 

Lameness/cancer eye/in late lactation/horns or bleeding horns /ingrown horns/animals with diseased udders 

 Dock a cows tail 

There are also new regulations around castrations. 

See the full version of new regulations at: https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-to-

the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/ 

https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/protection-and-response/animal-welfare/guide-to-the-animal-welfare-care-and-procedures-regulations/


 



 

 

 

 

CALF DRENCH PACK SUPER DEAL! 
Pack Includes: Arrest C 5L Oral & Eclipse Pour On 2.5L. Dual Gun 

 

SPECIAL PRICE ONLY $814.90! 

Research has shown the uses of combinations are the best for production and preventing 
resistance. 

Ostertagia is our most production limiting parasite but in young cattle treating Cooperia is very important, 
so a combination product containing levamisole is recommended, especially in stock under 15 months of age. 

 

Avoid abamectin containing products in calves under 120kg 

 
 

 


