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Theileria 
Recent blood testing in the district has identified the presence of 

Thieleria infection on some other farms in the 

Havelock/Canvastown area. Our advice at this stage is to utilise the 

blood test available on 20 cows and get a yes/no answer as to 

whether you have been exposed. This will be useful information 

come the spring when we need to implement a tick control 

drenching strategy. Just to recap-exposure suggests that there is some herd immunity and no exposure means the herd 

is still naïve. It is the latter herds that will be of most concern in the spring, if infection is first encountered during a 

period of high stress then infection is much more severe. 

Liver Biopsies 
Establishing the trace element status of your herd in the Autumn is 

important to planning supplementation over winter and the next 

lactation. It also shows how well the current supplement strategy is 

working. Options include ‘live’ testing of cows that are to remain in the 

herd (most representative method) or cull cow liver testing. Please let 

one of the vets or the staff at the clinic know if you are interested in 

this service. 

 

Facial Eczema 
We are entering the higher risk period for Facial Eczema (FE), though the recent very dry weather is likely to have kept 

counts well down. However when and if some moisture arrives spore counts may increase. As well as the classic clinical 

cases of cows with photosensitization, peeling skin and udders, there is also a ‘subclinical’ form that is likely to be more 

financially significant. This occurs when spore counts have been high for a long period (over 1 month)and as a result the 

cow production and appetite may drop without any other clinical signs. Blood tests for liver function may confirm the 

cause as FE. Prevention is through dosing with zinc sulphate through dosatrons or zinc oxide through drench systems. 

Cattle zinc boluses are also available for cows and calves-whose growth rates can suffer if they are exposed to FE spores. 

Please ring the clinic for more details.  
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Turnip Toxicity 
There are a lot of turnips being fed at the moment and they are a good feed in the dry weather. However be aware that 

we have seen some ‘turnip toxicity’ which can look just like FE –it is a photosensitivity type condition. The usual rules 

apply about introducing the cows to the crop gradually. In addition the weed ‘Fathen’ seems rife and if cows do eat this 

in large quantities it can cause a milk fever type condition. While on turnips they seem to avoid the weed as it is not as 

palatable as a juicy turnip but something to watch for! 

Pregnancy Testing 
You will have recently received the package options for pregnancy testing which 

are summarised again in this newsletter. We have been using our new minda 

mobile to enter the data on the day and this greatly simplifies the recording of 

information and improves accuracy and helps generate reproductive performance 

reports. If you want to use this service just let us know and we will go through how 

to make us third party access users to your minda account (obviously restricted 

fields only).  

 

Young Stock 
We talked about young stock management and weigh targets in the last newsletter and at our pre- Christmas meeting 

at the Slip Inn. Don't forget we are able to come and weigh your calves and track their performance relative to targets. 

In addition we can create a calf health planner to cover off all animal health events from now until heifer mating so that 

nothing is missed. The planner includes weigh dates/drench plan/vaccines and trace elements. 

 

Hypocalcaemia In Mid-Lactation Dairy Cattle 
Cows going down with hypocalcaemia (milk-fever) are normally 

associated with calving and peak lactation. However it can also 

occur in cows in mid lactation when grazing newly grassed 

paddocks, which are infested with Fat-Hen. This weed can 

initially outgrow newly sown ryegrass and it is not unusual for 

the paddock to be up to 50% Fat-Hen. 

 

Several cases have occurred in Canterbury where 10% of the 

milking herd have been affected and down, which would be 

quite a shock to find first thing in the morning!  

 

Treatment with calcium products are generally successful with affected animals recovering completely if treated early 

enough.  

 

DRY COW CONSULTS - What value do you get out of this? 
As we start to head from mid lactation to late lactation we need to start thinking about what is required to dry off the 
herd successfully and set things up for next season. A Dry Cow / Milk Quality Consult also ensures that we meet our 
legal obligations to prescribe your dry cow therapies for your herd.  
 
It is also a great chance for you to sit down with us to discuss mastitis and milk quality specifically for your herd and your 
farm. We also want to be able to start to build a plan for next season for your herd’s production and focus on the goals 
that you want to achieve.   
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Ensuring that you achieve the best possible production figures, and profitability for your operation is possibly going to 
be the biggest motivating factor, however there are some other factors that are seen as more important for some 
farmers. 
 
These may include: 

 A plan to reduce stress associated with the treatment of clinical cows . 

 Time management improvement from ensuring there is a planned approach. 

 On farm staff training to ensure everyone is at the same competency level. 
 

This year we will be sending out a Dry Cow Consult form in advance to record information correctly, so to correctly 
prescribe for your herd. This will also help us to identify any areas in advance that you may need help with, that can be 
discussed with you at the time of your consult. 
 
The most critical information is the bulk tank trends over the whole season, clinical cases by month and any herd testing 
data.  
 
When we sent you the form, please take the time to fill it out and get it back to us, ideally before meeting with your vet.  
DCT treatment is a large investment and we are able to help you to ensure that you get the maximum benefit from the 
treatment regime that is prescribed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 


