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Warning of Presence of 
Cyanobacteria Algal Mats in 
Wairau River – Extremely Toxic 
To Dogs! 
 

Marlborough District Council and the Nelson-Marlborough District Health Board’s Medical Officer of Health 
are advising the public to be aware of the presence of potentially toxic algae mats in the Wairau River. 
 
People are warned to avoid any contact with the dark brown algal mats which can be a health risk to dogs 
and stock as well as people. Monitoring by Marlborough District Council scientific staff has identified these 
potentially toxic algae mats growing in several stretches of the Wairau River. 
 

The algae exist in rivers naturally but can form mats at times of continuing 
warm, dry weather and low river flows. Particular caution should be taken 
with algal mats that are floating on the surface or washed up on the river 
edge. 
 
NMDHB Medical Officer of Health Dr Ed Kiddle says anyone concerned 
about possible health effects from exposure to the algae should seek 
immediate medical advice. “Swallowing water containing toxic algae may 
cause nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea and skin contact with the mats can 
cause irritation of the skin, eyes, nose and mouth.” 

 
Dogs are particularly susceptible to the toxins, and owners are advised to keep their dogs out of the river 
and to avoid letting them wander at the river’s edge. Prompt veterinary attention should be sought for any 
dogs or other animals that get sick after being in a river. 
 
District Council senior environmental scientist Peter Hamill says other Marlborough rivers are being checked 
for the algae. “This algae regularly occurs in rivers around the country where the flow drops to very low 
levels. We’ve seen it in the Ure River before, and given the current conditions, it could well be in the 
Waihopai, so people should be aware of the risk.” 
 
A related algae has been detected in the Barnes Dam near Picton. 
 
Please contact the clinic if you notice that your dog becomes ill if they have been in a river. 

 Source: MDC Media Release – March 2015 
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Canine Parvovirus – On the Doorstep Once Again. 
 
We have been alerted to a recent increase in the number of confirmed cases 
of Canine Parvo Virus (CPV) in the Motueka / Tasman area. 
 
It was only 15 month ago Blenheim had a large increase in the number of 
cases of CPV.  This is a heart-breaking disease and expensive to treat. 
Parvovirus in dogs is a killer – The clinical symptoms often present in a 
sudden-onset of profuse, smelly, bloody diarrhoea and vomiting. This can lead 
to severe dehydration and rapid death (within 24–48 hours), especially in 
unvaccinated pups and young dogs. 

 
In the majority of cases, a dog that contracts parvovirus will die. If diagnosed early enough, treatment may 
involve intensive care for several days in the veterinary hospital and can be costly with no guarantee of 
survival; however the earlier it is diagnosed the more chance of a successful treatment outcome. 
Veterinarians use an in clinic test which can quickly identify Parvovirus.   
 
In unvaccinated pups this disease can be devastating, as the infection can very quickly spread through an 
entire litter. Vaccination is the ONLY way to prevent canine parvovirus. 
 
Vets On Alabama use the Nobivac® range of vaccines which provide world-leading protection against 
parvovirus. These vaccines contain a patented strain of parvovirus called C154 which delivers proven cross-
protection against all types of known canine parvovirus.  
 
Despite the deadly nature of parvovirus, there are still thousands of dogs in New Zealand who remain 
unvaccinated and continue to spread this highly contagious virus. Outbreaks are regularly reported, affecting 
both urban and rural dogs. 
 
Dogs infected with parvovirus shed millions of virus particles in their faeces for up to three weeks. The virus 
can then be spread from one dog to another through exposure to contaminated faeces. Parvovirus can 
survive freezing temperatures and most household disinfectants will not kill it. This virus can also be spread 
on shoes and clothing, meaning that any dog, person or vehicle entering your property may be a source of 
infection. 
 
For more information on canine parvovirus or to book your dog/s in for a vaccination please contact the 

clinic. 

Blood counts! You Pet 

Blood testing frequently detects illness in your dog or cat before 
they show any signs of disease. These results let your veterinarian 
treat your pet as soon as possible. 
 
Pets can’t say how they’re feeling— it’s usually how they look or act 
that tells you something is wrong. Blood testing, also called blood 
work, goes a step further—showing the earliest signs of illness, often  
before your pet seems sick. 
 

How does blood work help my pet? 
Blood testing can frequently detect illness in your pet before we see any outward signs of disease. Testing 
gives us immediate insights that we might not otherwise discover, and treating your pet early can lead to a 
better outcome and possibly lower treatment costs. 
 
 



What tests might my veterinarian run? 
There are tests that are routinely performed when blood work is recommended. They include: 
 

 A complete blood count (CBC) - tells you if your pet has an infection, if inflammation is present, or if 
your pet is anaemic. 

 

 A complete blood chemistry panel including electrolytes - provides information about your pet’s 
liver, kidneys, and pancreas, as well as other functions of the body, such as blood sugar and 
hydration. 

 

 A urinalysis - identifies an infection or inflammation in the urinary tract. 
 

 A thyroid function test - detects whether or not your pet’s thyroid gland is functioning properly. 
Thyroid disease is very common in older cats and dogs. 

 
Your veterinarian may also recommend additional tests. 

 

When can I expect results? 
Many of the tests routinely recommended can be performed in-clinic, providing 
results quickly and allowing for immediate treatment of your pet. In-clinic blood 
testing also lets you be more involved in your pet’s care, since you can discuss 
test results with your veterinarian while you’re still at the clinic or later the same 
day.  
 
Normal results can rule out certain diseases immediately, so you can worry less. 
If results are abnormal, your veterinarian can make fast decisions about next 
steps, including treatment and additional tests. This saves you time, trips back 
and forth to your veterinarian, and gives you answers that will help your pet 
right away. 
 

 
When is blood work necessary? 

• Sick and emergency situations: Blood work provides you with a valuable picture of your pet’s health 
and is often the first step when pets are brought in to a clinic because they are sick or in an 
emergency situation.  It helps the veterinary staff make immediate decisions, so they can quickly 
help your pet. 

 
• Pre-anaesthetic testing: Blood work is routinely done prior to your pet’s surgery, dentistry or other   

procedures that require anaesthesia. It lets the veterinary staff know if anaesthesia is safe for your 
pet and allows them to make adjustments if they see anything abnormal. This blood work is often 
performed the same day as anaesthetic is scheduled, making it easy for you and your pet because it 
eliminates the need to have your pet fast more than once,  and reduces the number of trips you 
need to make to the hospital. 

 
• Preventive care screening: Because the signs that your pet is sick are not always obvious, preventive 

care testing is often recommended as part of your pet’s annual exam. Preventive care screening not 
only uncovers disease before it’s too late, but can also help you avoid significant medical expenses 
and risks to your pet’s health. 

 
• Medication monitoring: Many medications come with manufacturers’ recommendations and 

guidelines that often involve simple blood tests to ensure your pet’s vital organs are working 
properly. 

 

 



 
 
 



The health of your pet changes rapidly as he or 
she ages. 
 
Beginning at around seven years of age, your pet enters his or 

her senior years. At this stage, pets often begin to develop 

diseases common to their senior human counterparts such as 

diabetes heart   disease and cancer. In fact 1 in 10 pets that 

appear healthy has an underlying disease1. 

Monitoring For Potential Health Problems 

Preventative care not only helps to detect disease in its early 

stages, when it is most likely to respond to treatment, but it 

also can help you avoid significant medical expense and risk to 

your pets long term health.  

Routine preventative care will help to establish normal 

baseline laboratory values when they are young and healthy. 

Even subtle changes from baseline values can help identify 

diseases as your pet ages, long before they become apparent 

to you or your veterinarian.  

For more information about preventative care, talk to us about how we can help ensure your pet get the 
most out of life.  

The Companion Animal Hospital Veterinary Team 
 
After Easter we welcome Dr. Helen Murphy to the team who joins us from Springlands Veterinary Centre 
and brings over 20 years of experience to the team. We also welcome back Katalin Banyay on her return 
from maternity leave. We would like to thank Tal & Stuart, who have taken on more companion animal 
responsibilities over the last few months. Tal will still be seen in the hospital from time to time, however he 
will now be spending more time as a production animal veterinarian. Stuart will predominantly be in the 
hospital, however as he has experience as a mixed animal veterinarian, he will also be involved in some of 
the large animal work. This will bring us back to our full complement of companion animal veterinarians. 
 

 Helen Murphy  BVM&S. 

 Stuart Kerr  BVSc. 

 Annabel Gorman BVSc. (Dist.), B.App Sci. (Animal Sci.), PG Dip App Sci. 

 Katalin Banyay  DVM, NZNVE, MVS 

Our clinic has a comprehensive range of diagnostic equipment at our disposal. This includes digital x-ray, 
ultrasound and state of the art in-house laboratory facilities to ensure we can deal with the majority of your 
pets’ requirements at the clinic. We also offer a surgical and hospital facility if your pet needs surgery or is 
required to stay with us overnight. 
 
Our team of veterinarians in conjunction with vet nurses and support staff have a wealth of experience, 
ensuring you and your animals receive the best possible service and care available. We look forward to 
seeing you and your pet soon. 

 
 



 

 


