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Dealing with Parasites following a Drought 
 
A reduction in animal performance occurs after it has rained or in the autumn 
with heavy dews as a result of increased larval contamination. 
Parasites can be one of the biggest challenges soon after a dry summer where 
drought conditions have been present. 
With moisture, following a long period of drought a high parasite challenge due 
to maturation of arrested larvae will ensue. This combined with the following 
factors will lead to greater reduction in production unless risks are managed. 
 

 

 Low quality feed & changes in feed type. 

 Cooler night temperatures and changes in grazing 

management 

 High stocking rates 

 Decreased immunity 

 

MANAGING THE POTENTIAL ISSUES 
 

1. Paddocks that have had cattle grazing or have had hay/ silage cut will have lower levels of larvae. This is also 

the case for paddocks that are in a fodder crop – Utilise grazing management as much as possible. 

2. Adopting a drenching regime and ensuring an adequate trace element status that will work for your property 

or situation will ensure the best results from any treatment/ prevention strategy – If in doubt have a chat to 

one of our vets about what is best for your particular situation. 

3. Immunity will increase, but how fast will depend on the level of challenge, feed quality and trace element 

status. 

4. Faecal egg counts (FEC) can be used to measure the level of adult parasites and in ensuring a drench has 

been effective.  If you have not drenched, regular FEC tests can be done to check for any developing burden.  

A FEC test done 3 weeks post drenching will indicate the level of exposure that has occurred since drenching. 

In Conclusion 

 Increased parasite activity is seen with an increase in moisture 

 A parasite challenge can occur rapidly to susceptible animals towards the end of a drought 
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 Drenching will help, but make sure you discuss your situation with your vet to ensure the best 

result and value for money. 

 Implement an effective plan to manage the potential of a challenge. 

Our team of production and mixed animal vets are available to help you develop a plan that will work best 
for your individual property.  Please call the clinic and we can organise for one of them to discuss this with 
you either on farm or they can give you a call.  
 

 

Sudden Death in Weaner Deer  
 
Sudden death in weaner deer is something that farmers and ourselves 
alike will deal with as the late Autumn and early winter months 
approach. 
 
The main diseases involved are: 
 
Yersiniosis 
Young deer that are weaned pre-rut may well be more prone to the 
onset of Yersiniosis. A major cause of this is stress that may be initiated 
by a number of factors, including yarding.  Affected deer will usually 
scour, become dehydrated and die as a result. Vaccination with 
Yersiniavax® once over 3 months of age is the best prevention strategy. 
A second dose is required 3-6 weeks after the first. 
 
Parasites 
This is the most common cause of ill-thrift leading to death in weaner deer. Among all the parasites, Lungworm is the 
most common and can very quickly lead to death. Infection is usually noticed when animals start lagging behind the 
main mob or have a notable cough present. 
 
Johnes disease 
This disease affects all ages of deer, however these has been a notable number of outbreaks nationwide in deer 
aged between 12 and 20 months. Up to 10% of the mob may be affected and with no treatment available, this 
disease is fatal. Affected animals will scour and lose condition rapidly resulting in imminent death. 
 
Leptospirosis 
Infection is most notable as we approach the winter months. Leptospirosis is transferred via urine and can be 
transmitted to humans as it is a known zoonosis. The disease is carried by pigs and other animals and shed in urine 
into waterways and other areas where deer drink and graze. Vaccination is the simplest prevention method. 
 
Clostridial diseases 
Clostridial disease can be an issue in deer, however it is not seen as often in deer as in sheep & cattle. The two most 
important clostridial diseases in seen in deer are Malignant Odeama and Blackleg and affected animals are usually 
found dead. Having a vaccination programme in place using a registered 5 in 1 vaccine will prevent this. 
 
In summary, Yersiniosis and parasitism are the most common diseases or conditions seen in weaner deer. However 
there are other diseases that can cause issues on your property. If you are concerned about the health status of your 
weaner deer, please contact the clinic to discuss this with one of our production animal veterinarians.  
 
 
 
 
 



Bravecto® chewable tablets – together we can change the 
clock on flea and tick protection for dogs!  
Bravecto provides 12 weeks control of both fleas and ticks in one chew – that’s up to three times longer protection 
than most flea and tick treatments available in New Zealand and a real breakthrough for dog owners!  The Bravecto 
chewable tablet is highly palatable for dogs, so treatment time becomes treat time.  With Bravecto you won’t have 
to worry about treating every month because one tablet provides exceptional control of fleas and ticks for a full 12 
weeks.  Bravecto is safe for use in all breeds of dog, and in breeding, pregnant or lactating animals.  Bravecto can be 

an effective part of a treatment programme for dogs with flea allergic 
dermatitis (FAD).   In a recent European field trial, dogs with clinical signs of FAD 
were administered Bravecto; at the end of the field trial (12 weeks/84 days), 
86% of these Bravecto-treated dogs showed no clinical signs of FAD.1  
 
Because it is a palatable chew, Bravecto won’t rub off onto you, your children 
or the furniture.  And because there is no ‘stand down’ period after application, 
your dog can go for a swim (or get in a trough) right after treatment with 
Bravecto.  As working dogs are highly active, you don’t have to worry about 
losing a flea and tick treatment collar—just give your dog a tasty Bravecto chew 
every 12 weeks.  Experience the longest-lasting flea and tick protection for dogs 
available in New Zealand – Bravo Bravecto!  

Source: MSD Animal Health.  

 
 

 



Worming Horses 
 
What a joy it has been to get good rain and see the grass springing into life but beware all the worm eggs that have 
been dormant over the dry period have started to hatch. You need to worm your horse in the next 2 weeks and 
repeat the treatment again in 6 weeks. Contamination of pasture is likely to be high now until winter arrives and we 
get a few good frosts and the low temperatures reduce the number of eggs hatching. 
The perfect parasite doesn't kill its host but look out for debilitation, loss of weight, lethargy and even colic. 
Combination drenches like Equitak EXCEL is a good choice.  If you use the multi dose pack be sure your 
administration technique is good and you don't underdose. 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Your land. Our environment. Protect it!  
 

Agrecovery Rural Recycling:  The sustainable recovery of unwanted 
chemicals and their packaging.  
Established in 2005, Agrecovery is a not-for-profit charitable trust put 
together by primary sector stakeholders who recognise that 
compliant disposal of on-farm waste is a requirement of many 
industry standards, and an absolute necessity for New Zealand to 
meet criteria set by our export markets. The programme is 
nationwide and backed by strong industry support, with 60+ brand 
owners committed to the sustainable disposal of their products.  
 
CONTAINERS - Recycle your plastic containers for free - you can 
recycle agrichemical, biological, animal health or dairy hygiene plastic 
containers (0-60 litres in size) at over 70 collection sites around New 
Zealand. Containers from 60 participating brand owners are FREE to 
recycle; covering more than 3,000 commonly used products. 
Containers must be empty, triple rinsed and free from residue and 
dirt inside and out.  

SPECIAL!! 
 

EQUITAK EXCEL HORSE WORMER  

ONLY $27.90   

                                          
 

 
 

  *Offer Expires 20 April 2015 

 



All containers will be inspected before being accepted. Agrecovery also offers event-based or on property collections 
where sufficient demand exists.  
Agrecovery collects shreds and delivers the plastic to a New Zealand recycling company where it is generally made 
into underground utility cable covers.  
For a list of collection sites visit the Agrecovery website: www.agrecovery.co.nz 
 
If you do not currently actively recycle your containers, Vets On Alabama highly recommend you use this free 
service. Getting these containers off your property is a far better option for all concerned.  

Source: Agrecovery 

 

 
 

http://www.agrecovery.co.nz/


 
Offer ends April 30

th
 2015 


