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Metaldehyde Poisoning  
(Slug and Snail Bait)  
 
There are two different types of slug baits available to purchase: 

 

 Metaldehyde based  - blue/green pellets which is highly poisonous to 

dogs. 

 Iron Phosphate and Chelated Iron (also known as ihom EDTA) – safe 

for dogs and children. 

 

In order to attract snails, baits have molasses,  apple 
sauce or brown sugar added to them which sadly also 
encourages dogs to eat it, despite them having a 
bittering agent in them. 
Metaldehyde poisoning can occur within minutes, or up 
to a few hours from ingestion. Signs can include: 
 

 Anxiety (frenzied behaviour) 

 Panting  

 Drooling  

 Twitching  

 High fever  

 Vomiting  

 Ataxia (lack of coordination) 

 Seizures  

 Muscle tremors 

 Convulsions 

 Death       (Photo courtesy of www.researchgate.net) 
 

 
Treatment involves addressing the symptoms and helping the animal get rid of the toxin. 
The sooner treatment is started,  the more chance there is of a successful outcome,  but unfortunately some 
animals can still die even with intensive care.   
 
Safe Slug bait for dogs: Tui Quash Ihom EDTA 
 
Unsafe poisons:  Yates Bay Sol (methiocaule) and  Yates Blitzem (Metaldehyde) 
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Metaldehyde poisoning has NO antidote. 

 
Pain in your pooch! 
 
Here at Vets on Alabama we aspire to keep dogs healthy and sound. 1 in 5 dogs experience osteoarthritis in 
their lifetime. Larger breed dogs are more at risk. Often smaller dogs can also experience pain associated to 
osteoarthritis and this is commonly presented as verbalisation (crying) during rest, “soreness” after over 
exercise or hopping when running. Larger and smaller dogs can also present with a hesitation to rise from 
rest, gait changes, stiffness or lameness. These signs can point to pain within a joint. Dogs over the age of 7 
are more likely to have arthritic changes at that point in their life as a rule, so at any time you can visit the 
clinic to assess your dog’s lameness or pain levels. 
 

What can you do if you suspect osteoarthritis is affecting your dog? 
There are many treatment options, and these are dependent on the scale of pain your dog could be in. 
Speciality foods, non-steroidal anti-inflammatories and joint health applications are several options. By 
visiting us Clinic we can assess your pets’ clinical status and provide the right treatment and rehabilitative 
care. 
 

4CYTE for dogs  
Why feed 4CYTE to my dog? 4CYTE is a natural product with strong supportive trial data that will keep your 
dog sound and pain free. With the active Epiitalis and supported with green lipped mussel and abalone 
(Paua) the active Epiitalis has proven to proliferate in the cells of the synovial membrane. This is important 
as the synovial membrane protects the synovial fluid of the joint, the cartilage and improves overall joint 
health.  



By keeping the synovial membrane intact, the synovial fluid cannot leak into the body and the blood 
pollution (from the body) cannot enter the joint. We do not want the blood pollution entering the joint as 
this adds to the joint deterioration as it destroys the cartilage over time.  
4CYTE is unique in the way it works. Many users including humans (with our human product), horses (with 
our Epiitalis Gel) and dogs (4CYTE canine) have had outstanding results. Weekly we get success stories from 
our patients.  
You too can help your dog refrain from pain and improve joint mobility and lameness on 4CYTE canine. 
Come and see us in the clinic so we can assess your dog today and discuss further the benefits of 4CTYE 
canine for your dog. 
 

 
$10 off Seresto® 
 
New Zealand’s climate is mild enough to 
support flea populations year round, 
and their numbers do well in our cosy 
heated homes even throughout the 
winter months. However it’s at this time 
of year, with warmer weather just 
around the corner, that flea numbers 
can explode indoors and out… and 
within days your pets and family can be 
in the middle of a flea infestation you’ll 
wish you could have avoided! Anyone 
who has been there will tell you it’s 
much easier to prevent than to treat.  
Luckily the scientists at Bayer Animal 
Health have developed an exciting new 
flea collar technology to keep cats and dogs protected from irritating flea bites and combat ticks for 8 
continuous months – that’s season after season of flea and tick treatments in one easy application!   
 
Seresto®collars are made from an innovative solid polymer matrix material which allows a slow, controlled 
release of proven active ingredients. These diffuse into the fatty layer of your pet’s skin in low, safe doses, 
and only replenish when required. Best of all, fleas and ticks are killed on contact with your pet’s skin and 
coat, so they suffer less of those painful bites, and a great help if your pet suffers from Flea Allergic 
Dermatitis. Pets can even swim and be bathed without needing to remove the collar – perfect for all summer 
long.  
 

 8 months protection in one easy treatment – That’s the longest treatment length of any flea and tick 
product available. 

 Safe, convenient, odour-free and water-resistant. 

 Available in one size for cats and two sizes for dogs. 

 Imidacloprid kills fleas on contact – they don’t have to bite to die.  

 Kills 99-100% of fleas before they lay eggs and kills flea larvae in the 
pet’s environment. 

 Flumethrin ensures that ticks are repelled and killed, preventing 
them from attaching to your pet. 

 A predetermined break point and emergency release ratchet system allows the collar to loosen or 
break without injury to your pet. 

 
Seresto® is totally unique as flea treatments go, so ask for it at the clinic before the flea season really kicks 
in! We have a special promotion running for a limited time with $10 off each Seresto® collar.* 
*Conditions apply – for T&Cs see in-clinic for details.  
 
 



Why Do Cats Land on Their Feet? 
By Live Science  
 
 

 

The short answers is: If you had four feet and you were falling, 
wouldn't you try to land on them? In fact, the science behind how 
cats land on their feet is very complex. 
Credit: Dreamstime 

Cats make it look so easy: leaping or falling from some high 
shelf or piece of furniture only to land gracefully on all four feet. 

But there's some complicated feline effort that goes into falling with such style. 

Cats have a highly-tuned sense of balance and have very flexible backbones (because they have more 
vertebrae than humans), which allows them to twist their bodies around to right themselves when they fall 
— an innate ability known as their "righting reflex." 

When a cat jumps or falls from a high place, it uses either its sight or its vestibular apparatus (a balance 
system located in the inner ear) to determine up from down, and then rotates its upper body to face 
downward. Its lower body follows suit. 

Even kittens can fall without fear, as most learn to master the skill by the time they're just 7 weeks old. 
Cats are also helped in falls by their small bodies, light bone structure and thick fur, which decrease their 
terminal velocity, thus softening the impact. Some cats will also "flatten" out their bodies, in parachute 
fashion, to create more resistance to air to make them fall more slowly. 
If you have a cat, be careful about opening windows though, as a bird or squirrel can easily distract a cat 
enough to cause them to lose their balance — cats can still be injured in a fall, even if they do land on their 
feet. Shorter falls, from one or two stories, can be riskier than higher falls because the cat may not have time 
to right themselves. 

 
 

Furever Friends – Pet Cremation 

Service  

 
Furever Friends is a local family owned and operated Pet 
Cremation Service operating in and around the 
Marlborough region.  We understand that your pets are 
part of your families and are your loved companions. 

 Being pet owners ourselves we know that losing them can be difficult, upsetting and at times overwhelming. 
 We provide a professional, caring and stress free service for the after care of your beloved pet. 
 
We offer individual cremation, which eliminates any contamination or confusion between pets' ashes.  Each 
pet has its own unique cremation log number that will follow your pet right through the cremation process 
from the vets or your home and back to you.  We can also provide a more person service with a home 
collection option.  
 
Every pets' ashes will be returned in a black cardboard urn, unless you wish to choose from our 
beautiful mahogany and pine wood urn range that are hand crafted in New Zealand.  We also offer an 
engraving service which we can arrange for you. 

 
If you have any further queries please contact us on: 0277554935, 
fureverfriendsmarlborough@hotmail.com, www.fureverfriendsmarlborough.com or speak to us at the clinic 
on 5786965. 

https://www.livescience.com/animals/070628_cat_family.html
https://www.livescience.com/animals/070114_lost_pets.html
mailto:fureverfriendsmarlborough@hotmail.com
http://www.fureverfriendsmarlborough.com/


Don't Poo-Poo This: Why Dogs 
Feast on Faeces 
 

The fresher the poop, the more likely a dog will eat it — 
whether you like it or not. 
Credit: Shutterstock 

Poop eating in dogs is a common and — much to 
their owners' disdain — enthusiastic habit, but what 
drives them to doo-doo it? 

Scientists recently dug into the patterns of crap-consuming canines and flushed out an answer. 

It turns out that not just any old poo will do. For poop-seeking pups, fecal freshness is a factor. And this 
predilection for poop could be behavior that originated in dogs' wolf ancestors, and is linked to parasite 
prevention, according to a new study.  
 
Also known as coprophagia, poop eating is widely distributed across the mammal family tree. The behavior 
— which is also found in rodents, rabbits, beavers, elephants and non-human primates, to name just a few 
— is generally viewed as a second chance for an animal to extract nutrients from its diet. Domestic dogs, 
which can also be avid eaters of poop, have been found to turn to poop eating due to nutritional 
deficiencies in their diets caused by starvation or disease, prior research has suggested. 

However, that doesn't explain why otherwise healthy dogs would develop a taste for waste. Puppies may 

learn this behavior from their mothers, who lick their babies when they are very young to encourage 
elimination and to clean them up afterward. But most dogs tend to grow out of this youthful poop-eating 
stage by the time they are 9 months old, according to the American Kennel Club. 

What makes this behavior even more puzzling is that dogs generally distance themselves from their own 
droppings and those of other dogs, researchers reported in the new study. This avoidance may stem from 
ancestral wolves' habits of eliminating outside their dens, perhaps to reduce the risk of infection from 
parasites found in their stools, the researchers suggested. 

Fresher is better! 

To get to the bottom of why dogs eat faeces, the scientists conducted two online surveys, gathering about 
3,000 responses from dog owners in the U.S. and Canada. One survey investigated the habits of dogs that 
ate poop and dogs that didn't, while the other addressed only the poo eaters, to gather data about 
frequency, persistence of the behavior and the type of poop that attracted them the most. 

About 16 percent of responders to the first survey said that they had observed their dog eating poop, and 
faeces feasting did not appear to be linked to generally compulsive behavior or dietary deficiencies. 
Interestingly, 82 percent of the poo eaters only consumed poop that was no more than 2 days old, the study 
authors reported. 

In the second survey — the poop eaters only — 38 percent of the dogs ate poop weekly, and 62 percent 
sampled poop daily. And 85 percent preferred their poop fresh, less than 2 days old. 

This preference emerged in both surveys, and could be an important clue to the origins of poop-eating 
behavior, linking it to an adaptive behavior practiced by the ancestors of domestic dogs — wolves, the study 
authors reported. 
Wolves expel the eggs of intestinal parasites such as tapeworms, roundworms, pinworms and flukes in their 
faeces, and these eggs typically don't develop into an infectious larval form for several days. By eating fresh 
poop found in or near their den areas, wolves may perform a type of housekeeping that reduces the risk of 
parasitic infection, the researchers explained in the study.   

https://www.livescience.com/59601-why-do-animals-eat-poop.html
https://www.livescience.com/40743-why-do-dogs-eat-poop.html
https://www.livescience.com/40743-why-do-dogs-eat-poop.html
http://www.akc.org/content/health/articles/why-dogs-eat-poop/
https://www.livescience.com/61056-dog-mouth-licking.html
https://www.livescience.com/50928-wolf-genome-dog-ancient-ancestor.html
https://www.livescience.com/17923-parasitic-worms-wound-healing.html


However, this hypothesis for the origins of poop eating in dogs doesn't draw from observed behavior in 
wolves, "and should be considered tentative," the study authors wrote. 

Another unsatisfying conclusion for disgruntled dog owners is that pooches' poop-eating habits are hard to 
change, the scientists found. They discovered that dogs who fancied faeces weren't easily deterred, and 
regardless of the method owners tried — food additives, punishment for eating poo or rewards for leaving 
poop alone — their reported success rate was 0 to 4 percent.  

 

Pet Insurance 

 
 If your pet has an accident or serious accident, your vet 
surgeons bill may be a cost you cannot afford.  Owing a 
pet is a privilege and you must take account of the costs 
of seeing a vet when taking on this responsibility.  
 
Pet Insurance mainly provides cover for vet fees if your 
pet is injured or becomes ill and is a sensible approach to 
making sure this does not become a concern. It can give 
you peace of mind that you are in a position to afford all 
the veterinary care that your pet may need.  
 
We support the idea of pet insurance but do not support any specific scheme as all policies are different. We 
can give you advice about the different types of policy to help you decide what option is best for you and 
your pet. 
 
What types of policies are available? 
 
The cover provided can vary considerably, rangin from accident only policies to life-time cover policies.  The 
monthly premiums and excess payable can also vary much.  You should choose the type of product and the 
level of cover to meet your needs. Each plan will have advantages and disadvantages so it is important for 
you to really understand the plan you choose. 
 
What is not covered? 
 
All policies will have some exclusions, the most common being pre-existing conditions (those your pet has 
already suffered from before the insurance is taken out) Sometimes anything related to pregnancy and birth 
is also excluded along with any routine, preventative or planned treatments (such as vaccinations and 
desexing). Some policies may cover these conditions with an increased premium or excess. 
 
 
Things to consider: 
 
How much you can afford to pay each month. It is important you find a plan you can afford each month. 
Even if it’s not much, it will be helpful if you are ever in an emergency situation. 
 
 
Whether preventative medicine is included in the plan or not.  Most plans are for injuries or illnesses. 
Sometimes you want to be better prepared in case of emergencies, but, if you can afford a better plan, it 
might be nice to have your pets preventative medicine included. 
 
Whether pre-existing conditions are covered. A pre-existing condition is one that was diagnosed prior to 
insurance. Usually they are not covered. 
 



Whether congenital or hereditary conditions are covered. These include hip dysplasia, some heart problems 
and similar problems. These conditions may be defined by breed so you really need to understand the plan 
you choose and if your particular breed of dog or cat has any breed specific exclusions.  
 
How much of the bill will be reimbursed. Some plans cover all or part of the exact bill. Other plans go by 
prices the insurance company allocate for specific condition and procedures, no matter what you are 
actually charged (eg a fixed amount for surgery per year).  Some charge a set excess fee (eg $100) while 
others ask that you pay a fixed percentage of the bill (usually 20-30%). 
 
What limits are set. Insurance companies often set limits. Some plans have annual limits for the company to 
pay out while others go by the lifetime of the pet. Some plans cover only a certain amount when it comes to 
a condition. 
 
Pet insurance is definitely beneficial and to be recommended but is not something to rush into. It takes time 
and some research to find the perfect plan for your pet and you. 
 
Current pet insurance providers in NZ (2018) are: 

 Countdown 

 PetPlan 

 Pet-N-Sur 

 Southern Cross 
 
 


