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Drying off is now well under way with many farmers now having given us their Dry Cow Treatment requirements in conjunction to 

their completed Dry Cow consult. These consults are being carried out by Nick or Keith. If you have not booked in your consult 

please give the clinic a call to get this done. We can then put together your Dry Cow requirements and have it ready for you when 

you need it.  

Don’t forget about vaccinating your whole herd for Leptospirosis  – Now is the to booster your herd and also the time to bring your 

heifer calves into line with the herd by giving them their boosters now. Please discuss this with Nick or Keith if you have any 

questions or call the clinic to order your vaccine. Leptosheild™ is on hand at the clinic – please contact one of our support staff to let 

us know your requirements. 

 

Fitness For Transport 
Source: VetScript- February 2013  

Roger Marchant and Wayne Ricketts – NZVA 

 

 

The New Zealand Veterinary Association (NZVA) is working with the 

Ministry of Primary Industries (MPI) and other industry organisations 

to develop a communications programme for farmers, road transport 

operators, livestock agents, buyers and processors about the transport 

and veterinary certification of compromised animals. It has been 

proposed that this coordinated programme will be introduced during 

the remainder of 2013. 
          Photo: www.broadbridgetransport.co.nz 

 

The veterinary profession has started to implement more stringent criteria to meet the Transport Code minimum standards which 

were published last year. 

 

Key issues from the revised guidelines are summarised here: 

 

 The transport conditions must be clearly specified, and to the nearest slaughter premises. If this cannot be done, the 

animal must not be transported. 

 Transport to slaughter must be done as soon as possible, and no later than seven days after examination. Extenuating 

circumstances (such as location) may extend this to 10 days, but only if the animals condition will not deteriorate.  

 Priority Slaughter of certified animals must occur. Contacting the processing premises and the MPI Verification Services 

veterinarian will ensure that this will happen. 

 Options will be given on what is to be done for an animal that cannot be certified. These options include (veterinary) 

treatment, humane destruction, killed for home consumption or by an approved pet food operator. These will be 

documented by the veterinarian. 

 Bearing weight evenly on all limbs. Needs to be evaluated both at standing and walking. 

 

 

 

 

 

The owner of the animal is to advise the transport company and the 

slaughter premises that a certified animal is being transported and it 

must go to the slaughter premises specified in the certificate. 

http://www.broadbridgetransport.co.nz/


 

Rotovirus Vaccination 

Keith Webby 

 

If there is a disease that I see in the spring that I believe we could do more to prevent it would be calf scours. 

 

It is common and often carries over from year to year and can affect even the most careful farmers. It is expensive to treat, can 

affect large numbers, fatalities can be high and the growth rate of surviving calves is likely to be affected. This is without considering 

the stress of working through an outbreak at a very busy time of the year. 

 

Unfortunately “damage control” is all you can do in the middle of an outbreak, so it makes sense to focus on prevention. Good 

hygiene and facilities will help to limit the number of bugs calves are exposed to.  It is however just as important that calves have 

sufficient immunity to cope with the bugs they do encounter. 

 

The most important factor in calf immunity is colostrum. Calves must get 2 – 3.5 litres from the first two milkings, within 6-12 hours 

of birth to maximise their intake of preventative antibodies. If they miss out or the quantity is low, they will have little chance of 

fighting off infection. 

 

Vaccinating the herd with ROTOVAC CORONA® vaccine stimulates the cow to produce extra antibodies to Rotovirus, Coronavirus 

and Ecoli. These antibodies then pass into the colostrum at a much higher level than in unvaccinated cows. It is still of course critical 

that calves get enough colostrum at the right time to maximise their protection. 

 

A single shot of ROTOVAC CORONA® vaccine to the herd 3 weeks before the start of calving will increase levels of antibodies to 

Rotovirus, Coronavirus and E.Coli in the colostrum of cows calving in the first 9 weeks. 

 

In conjunction with good hygiene and colostrum management, ROTOVAC CORONA® vaccine will increase the protection your calves 

will have against the major causes of scours. 

 

Talk to us about vaccinating to maximise your calf health and your income, while reducing the stress on you and your 

team.  

 

Abortions 
Nick Hansby 

 

So far this year we have had two cases of abortion storms reported to us in the Marlborough region. All of us see abortions 

sporadically and since scanning has been available we have been able to get more accurate information on embryo loss rates. We 

now budget on one embryo loss per 100 cows per month in the first 4 weeks of pregnancy. 

 

Causes Of Abortion 

 

Statistics from 2008 – 2010 showed the following main causes: 

 20% Bacterial infection 

 19% Neospora 

 14% Fungal 

 1.3% non infectious 

 

Evidence of infection / inflammation with specific causes accounted for a further 20% of abortion. Approximately 20% had no 

diagnosis. 

 

Bacteria - a variety of bacteria have been cultured including Listeria, Bacillus, Salmonella, Streptococcus and Leptospirosis. These 

organisms can be contracted through ingestion. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Neospora – This is a protozoa that invades the foetus and results in abortion. There are two ways that the foetus becomes infected: 

1. The cow can ingest the spores from the pasture resulting in the organism entering the uterus via the blood stream and then 

attacks the calf. 

2. The organism can sit in uterus “stored” waiting for the next pregnancy. 

The spores in the pasture can come from dog faeces or aborted material, including membranes. The dog becomes infected by eating 

membranes. This type of abortion usually occur in the first trimester. 

 

Fungial – Only certain types of fungi spores cause abortion, these are inhaled and enter the blood stream invading the foetus 

causing death. They generally only occur in the second and third trimester. 

 

Non Infectious - this includes macrocarpa, nitrate toxicity, physical trauma, iodine deficiency, cypress and pine needles. 

 

WHAT TO DO IF ABORTIONS ARE OCCURING 

 

1. Ensure a diagnosis is made – Find what the “bug” is and how it infected the foetus and how it could possibly be avoided in 

the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Isolate the animals that have aborted – They will be the possible source of the infection. 

3. Pick up membranes and foetuses from the paddock and put them in a bag and bury – This will remove a further source 

from the paddock. 

4. Avoid feeding moulding supplements – Save them for Dry stock or compost. 

5. Avoid soil contamination of feed stuff – For example the side of the silage. The soil here is more acidic and can harbour 

Listeria. Muddy polluted supplement could contain salmonella and e coli. Food and water should be uncontaminated. 

6. Check BVD status and vaccinate for BVD if introducing unknown status animals. Don’t introduce unknown status animals to 

a pregnant group. 

7. Reduce concentration of stock (spread out) and reduce stress. 

8. Check paddocks are safe for grazing. eg. Nitrate levels, macrocarpa exposure. 

 

 

Calf & Heifer Weighing 
 

It is really important that you have well grown young stock entering the herd. Weighing is an essential part of ensuring that you 

know the correct weight of your young stock. Vets on Alabama offer a calf and heifer weighing service – Please call the clinic to 

enquire about this service. 

 

Some Points to Remember about your young stock: 

 

 It costs $1433.00 from birth date to cups on 

 23% of 2009 born calves did not calve a second time in 2012 

 73% of 22 month olds in NZ are below their liveweight target by more than 5% 

 The eye is a very inaccurate measure. 

 Weighing allows you to manage lighter ones well. 
Data: LIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A diagnosis requires maternal blood tests, fresh membranes and/or fresh foetus 

(preferably multiple samples). We often blood test normal animals to compare blood 

titres. 



 

VETS ON ALABAMA FISHING GEAR OFFER 
 

If you purchase both your dry cow and drench requirements from Vets on Alabama you will go in the draw to win one of 

five fishing gear prizes. 

 

 We have made available five fishing gear prize packs which are made up of an assortment of different gear that you 

would  expect a person who is serious about their fishing to have. 

 

 These prizes will be available on purchases made between May 1st and June 30th 2013. If you have purchased both 

drench and dry cow for this season from us prior to May 1st you automatically be included in the draw.  

 

 The draw will be made in July and feature in the August edition of Dairy News. 

 

 Please contact the clinic for more information. We look forward to helping you with your dry cow and drenching 

requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*While Stocks Last 

 

 

 

 

 


