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     Facial Eczema Preparation 

Heads Up on Facial Eczema (FE) 
Facial eczema has had a lot of coverage in the press lately, having had bad years 
in the North Island in 2015 and 2016. Increasingly we are realising that there is 
also significant risk in the top of the South, particularly in the western areas and 
the Sounds. For this reason prevention strategies need to be put in place so that 
if challenge does increase we are in a good place rather than starting from 
scratch. 
 
Prevention strategies for sheep in the longer term should focus on breeding 
resistant stock and the heritability of resistance is highly predictable. Some local 
farmers are already using the ‘FE Gold/Ramguard’ scheme to purchase stock 
with higher tolerance or rams that will produce more tolerant future breeding 
stock. Clearly this approach takes time. In the meantime pasture spaying with 
fungicide and using zinc bolus’s which last 
for 6 weeks are a good option. 
 
The distribution of farms likely to be 

affected are still probably in the western areas of the region and the Sounds but 
keep an eye on spore counts. Alternatively submit pasture samples from your 
own farm to accurately determine the challenge at home as the disease is so 
unpredictable. 
 
Cost of Facial Eczema Prevention 
 
6 weeks of FE prevention through using zinc bolus’s will cost: 
Lamb/hogget under 40kg-$2.08 ex GST 
Ewe 40kg plus-$3.12 ex GST 
 

 

Parasite resistance and drench practice 
In July of this year we held a meeting at the Slip Inn to discuss parasite management. In 
keeping with that theme and in order to move things along we just wanted to report some 
of the latest research data on the prevalence of anthelmintic resistance in sheep in NZ:  
 

 

 Individual Resistance to white ,clear and ivermectin type drenches occurred on 21% farms. 

 Ostertagia was resistant to white/clear combinations in 18% cases but only to 3% to abamectin/clear. 

 Trichostronglus was resistant to white/clear combinations in 13% cases. 

 Haemonchus had no resistance to combination drench 

 Nematodirus was 60% resistant to white drench on its own. 
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At the meeting we talked about how to minimise the risk of resistance 
developing and becoming an issue on your farm. There is general 
agreement within the industry that practices such as monoculture of young 
stock ,inadequate quarantine of introduced stock and over use of long 
acting anthelmintics, particularly those with a long tail, will encourage the 
development of resistance-although many other factors are involved. There 
is also now fairly strong agreement that combination products will delay 
resistance developing. 
However one thing that is often overlooked is how little is known of the 
‘status’ of individual farms and for this reason simple faecal egg count reduction tests after drenching will put us in a 
much better position with regard to managing the situation on your own farm .  
I guess the message here is please consider doing some faecal egg counts this year and some reduction tests through 
the summer and autumn. 
 

 

Trace element testing Sheep and Cattle 
This is a really good time of year for trace element testing on sheep 
and beef properties. 
Test calves and 2 tooths for copper/selenium and b12. Its amazing 
how often we find a major deficiency which is seriously hindering 
growth and production. 
It is a pretty simple problem to diagnose and fix - correcting trace 
element problems come under an ‘easy win’ in my book. 
Often it is useful to combine soil test results with blood or optigrow 
readings and make a year plan for all stock classes.  
 

 

Changes to Antimicrobial Prescribing Guidelines – How does this affect 
you? 
Many of you may be aware of the focus globally that is on ‘Antimicrobial Resistance’. Basically the medical 
profession worldwide are concerned about the development of resistant bugs and the possibility of spread from 
animals to humans. This has led to restrictions and changes in the way we use antibiotics. Generally speaking you 
will now need an annual script (for farming clients) or for a vet to see the animal-for equine clients- before we can 
prescribe antibiotics. On the dairy side these changes have been in place for some time. We hope you understand 
the need for these changes and please be patient with us as we try to meet the changing needs of the industry. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ram Palpations-and other jobs! 
Now is the time to fix up your ram palpations and blood tests as part of Brucella control on your property. Its also a 
great opportunity for: 
 

 Dog vaccinations 

 Ram vasectomys 

 2 tooth/lamb/beef cow blood trace element testing 

 Discussing Faecal egg count Reduction Tests for the Summer/Autumn. 

 Drench plan for Beef calves 

 Arrange pregnancy testing of beef cows 

Please ring the clinic to arrange a visit! 03 5786965 
 

Ram Time  
This time of year it is important to plan ahead for next year’s tupping and to have the breeding soundness of your 
rams checked by palpation. It allows plenty of time to select any replacements if required, and it also means that you 
have a couple of months to correct any issues with ram condition. The rams are hardly likely to be too light this 
season – but it’s equally important not to have the boys over fat – so giving them a bit of a work out, and plan a 
pretupping fitness routine : up and down some hills for good measure. Palpation assesses the size and dimensions of 
the testes (yes, big is better in this instance! ) as well as ensuring that there are no lumps present. Lumps are bad 
news in that they result from infection, inflammation or trauma and generally indicate a blockage in the plumbing, 
which generally means reduced fertility or complete infertility – and none of us want to put lads out with the ewes 
that may not satisfactorily cover them.  
 
Ram studs will also need to get all sale rams palpated plus a proportion of 
sire rams blood tested to comply with the voluntary Brucella ovis 
accreditation scheme and get certified. This scheme has had a massively 
positive impact on NZ ram fertility and reducing the incidence of 
brucellosis nationwide. So whilst all participants get to give themselves a 
nice pat on the back for good work done – the mission does need to 
continue for the greater good. 
 
I have witnessed Brucella breakdowns – usually resulting in significant 
numbers of rams being culled – which is heart breaking after a lot of 
energy and effort has gone into genetics, breed lines and selection 
choices. 
Vasectomised rams can be useful as a management tool to help 
synchronise ewe cycling for the first cycle. They are best put out for one cycle pre tup – please feel free to contact 
the clinic to discuss this concept, how to implement things successfully and timings etc in more detail with one of the 
veterinarians. Vasectomies can be performed on rams – often well grown young ram lambs or ram hoggets 
maximises their longevity – as they can be reused for many years ongoing. It is a relatively minor procedure which 
involves the farm owner sitting in a chair (hopefully relatively comfortably ) holding the ram in the appropriate 
position for the vet, the site is prepared for surgery and a small incision allows the vas deferens to be isolated, 
ligated and a portion cut out on both sides. It is worth noting that a reasonable amount of spermatozoa persist in the 
remainder of the ram’s reproductive tract for a month or more after vasectomy so we suggest planning any surgeries 
of this nature well in advance of joining the rams to avoid unexpected early lambs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Beef Pregnancy Testing  
Hopefully everyone has had their bulls libido tested, sorted 
their BVD vaccinations and is focussed on cattle joining now. 
Trace element considerations are important to be 
implemented at least a month prior to mating. Selenium and 
copper deficiency can certainly affect fertility; however 
correction of these too close to mating can have negative 
effects. Please contact the clinic to discuss if you have any 
concerns on this topic.  
Most will be implementing a compact mating timeline of no 
longer than 3 cycles, and cow condition ought to be tickety 
boo for most, given the season. Please keep an eye out for 

lame feet – particularly in bulls, given the longer pasture length and increased moisture levels. There have been 
some cases of scald around. A foot sore bull is unlikely to perform well. Just a reminder, that pregnancy testing is 
able to be done from 6 weeks onwards, after the bulls have been removed. Getting onto pregnancy testing earlier 
versus later allow a bit of aging to weed out any lates for those wishing to compact their calving spread. All suspect 
empties are manually checked. This has the benefit of identifying any cows with reproductive tract problems. 
The practice has 3 pregnancy scanners, please give us a call to book in your scanning. 

 
Toxovax and Campyvax Ordering 

To help ensure you have plenty of “Christmas Lambs” ready for this 
time next year – please remember it is sheep vaccine ordering and 
administration time. Many of you will know that Toxoplasma is 
widespread and present on 100% of farms in NZ, and Campylobacter 
is not far behind, present on 88% of farms. Both organisms can cause abortion 
storms resulting in significant lamb losses on average around 20-30% but as 
severe as 70%. Toxovax provides a lifelong immunity after just one 
vaccination to replacement hoggets or 2-tooths weighing a minimum of 40kg 
and must be done a minimum of 4 weeks pretupping. The good news is that it 
can be done much earlier too – so anytime between now and a month prior 
to putting the ram out works well.  
 
Toxovax protection results on average in 3% lambing increase nationally, up to 8%. Campyvax requires 2 
vaccinations: a sensitizer which “wakes up” the immune system followed with a booster which imprints a longer 
lasting immune response which lasts for up to 12 months. In some cases an annual booster the following year can be 
useful if a high Campylobacter challenge is present. Vaccinating with Campyvax can help increase lambing rates by 
up to 9%.   
For further information or a discussion of what your on farm requirements may be, please contact the clinic and ask 
to speak with one of the large animal vets.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcome to Urthe!   
We welcome a new addition to our veterinary team with Urthe Engel joining the practice. 
Urthe has been based in Blenheim for the past 3 years and prior to shifting to 
Marlborough practised in the King Country, Wairarapa and the Bay of Plenty. She is a 
mixed practitioner with a passion for sheep, beef and deer production animal work as well 
as really enjoying interacting with working dogs.  In her spare time she enjoys the great 
outdoors, dog walking, running, pottering around the garden, and getting creative in the 
kitchen to compliment a nice glass of wine. 
 

EQUINE PARASITES AND DEWORMING 

Parasitic worms live in the intestines of horses and ponies. Small numbers of worms can be tolerated, causing no 
effect on wellbeing. Larger worm burdens can cause a range of problems including ill thrift, diarrhoea, colic and 
death. Pasture management and drug administration assist the horse’s immune system in keeping the intestinal 
population of worms under control.  The immune response to worms is better in some horses and ponies than 
others, and as such some are more susceptible to worm infestation.  
 

1. Small redworms (Cyathostomins): These are now by far the commonest equine internal parasite. As the 
horse grazes it swallows the larvae of the small redworms, which can be found on blades of grass in 
contaminated pastures. The larvae colonise the lining of the large intestine where they develop into adults 
who lay eggs that are passed with the droppings onto the pasture and develop into larvae to complete the 
life cycle. Larvae picked up in te Autumn can go into hibernation in cysts in the intestine wall. These 
“encysted larvae” can survive in this state for a considerable length of time, to develop into adult worms 
when the conditions become right for them, typically in spring. They are fairly resistant to most wormers 
whilst in this “hibernating” state. It is the emergence from the bowel wall of large numbers of encysted 
larvae that can result in severe diarrohea and weight loss, a disease known as cyathostominosis. 

2. Large redworms (Strongyles – such as Strongylus vulgaris, S.edentatus and S.equinus): Once the scourge of 
horses, these worms are now fairly rare. Again, larvae are picked up and swallowed as the horse eats 
contaminated pasture. The lifecycle of this worm involves the migration of larvae through the blood vessels 
of the intestine and liver, where they can case imflammation and obstruction of the blood vessels resulting 
in damage to the intestine supplied by the damaged vessel.  Symptoms of infestation can include colic, ill 
thrift and diarrhoea. 

3. Parascaris equorum (Ascarids/roundworm): These worms typically affect younger horses, particularly foals 
as a good immune response develops with age. Worm eggs are picked up and swallowed while grazing. The 
eggs develop into larvae that migrate through other organs such as the liver and lung before returning to the 
small intestine to develop into adults, when they can complete their lifecycle by shedding eggs. Heavy 
infestation can cause stunted growth, ill thrift, lung damage, diarrhoea and colic due to intestinal 
obstruction. 

4. Strongyles westeri: this parasite usually affects the small intestine of young foals and is transmitted from the 
mare to the foal as larvae in the milk. Typically a strong immune response is developed keeping the infection 
under control as the foal ages, but where large doses of larvae are swallowed and foals are overcrowded or 
immunocompromised, severe diarrhoea can occur. 

5. Tapeworms (Anoplocephala perfoliata): Probably the second most common equine parasite. These typically 
live at the junction between the small intestine and caecum.  A mite, present on the pasture, acts as the 
immediate host for the transmission of tapeworms, allowing it to complete its life cycle.  Recently, it has 
become apparent that tapeworms are important causes of spasmodic colic in horses. Also it can cause some 
other forms of more serious colic. 

6. Bots: (Gasterophilus spp.): These are common, but generally harmless parasites. They are the larvae of the 
adult bot fly.  The larvae develop in the stomach of horses and are passed in the droppings. They hatch and 



the adult flies lay eggs on the horse’s coat, usually on the legs. The eggs are then swallowed when the horse 
licks its legs. Bots can result in mild ulceration of the stomach wall and have been reported to have caused 
stomach ruptures but are now rarely recognised to cause a problem. 

 
How are worm infestations recognised? 
Typical signs and symptoms (including ill-thrift, weight loss, colic, diarrohea) and poor quality management 
(overcrowding, inadequate and contaminated grazing, and inadequate use of effective wormers) often suggest that 
intestinal parasitic problems are most likely. Laboratory investigations are the definitive method of diagnosis, the 
most common being via faecal samples, which are analysed to count the number of eggs per gram of faeces. 
Generally worm counts below 50 eggs per gram are not concerning. 
 
How can I make sure my horses do not suffer from parasitic worms? 
Your worm control policy will be based on many factors including your geographical location, the types and ages of 
your horses, stocking density and the frequency that horses come and go at your premises.  Effective parasite 
control depends on both management of grazing to minimise worm egg and larval contamination and the use of  
wormers to remove parasites from the horses intestines.  One cannot be adequately effective without the other. 
 

How can I best manage my grazing? 
Horses re-infest themselves by grazing contaminated pasture. Therefore: 
 

 Worm all horses grazing pasture to reduce their output of parasitic eggs and larvae. 

 New arrivals should be treated with an effective wormer on arrival and stables/paddocked separately for 2-3 
days before turn out to clean pasture. 

 The pasture should not be overcrowded so horses can avoid eating contaminated grass. 

 Droppings should be regularly picked up (at least twice weekly) and removed from the pasture to minimise 
contamination.   

 If possible, paddocks should be rotationally grazed with other species such as cattle or sheep and rested. 
These animals are not affected by equine parasites and their parasites do not affect horses. 


