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HOW ARE YOUR SUBMISSION RATES? 
 

If you have not addressed your non cyclers, then don’t delay and 

make sure you keep a close eye on late calving cows. Many of those 

cows are late for the reason of previous calving problems and we are 

seeing a number with post calving infections in this group. 

Check these cows and act promptly, Excede LA is very good in severe 

infections and Metricure for lesser contamination. Get these cows 

cycling as quickly as possible. Later in the season we recommend the 

use of ovsync to encourage ovular activity. 

 

DRENCHING CALVES 
 

Worms reduce voluntary feed intakes and feed utilisation and are one of the most common causes of poor performance 

in calves. 

 

Anthelmentic treatment in calves can be a confusing topic. Considering such things as method of application (oral, 

injection, pour on), when to drench, how often to drench, single or combination product, refugia, faecal egg counts, 

resistance and larval challenge, means that every situation is different. Getting the appropriate advice about your 

particular situation will be beneficial in the long run from both a production and financial perspective. 

 

When to start drenching? 

This will depend on the individual farm situation, but for some weaning is a logical starting point. 

 

An important point to remember is not to mix drench with milk and not to drench calves at, or near the calfeteria.  This 

is because the oesophageal groove can close resulting in drench by passing the rumen and causing toxicity which can be 

fatal. This is especially applicable to drenches containing abamectin and /or levamisole.  

 

Using an oral drench in young stock is preferred and research has shown that combinations are preferable – eg. Arrest 

C. Occasionally young animals are sensitive to abamectin resulting in toxicity, so abamectin should be avoided in 

calves under 120kg. 
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Young Stock Dosing (< 100kg) Guidelines 

 

 Animals should be weighed and split into groups if necessary to ensure accurate dosing.   

 Calibrate your drench gun. (Use a measuring cylinder to check) 

 Double check dose rates and product being administered. 

 Never mix drench with milk or give near the cafeteria. 

 

Once animals reach a point where oral dosing is not practical or safe, then injectable or pour-on drenching methods 

become options. 

 

Sufficient Bull Power 
 

Knowing that enough bulls are available when cows are likely to be on heat is important in ensuring good reproduction 

performance. At least one bull for every 30 cows still needing to get in calf is required when the bulls are run with the 

herd after AB. 

You will also need additional bulls to allow for regular bull rotations during the mating period and to replace bulls that 

become inactive or unhealthy. 

When bulls go lame, they need to be looked at quickly. Severe infections or abscesses in the foot will rapidly affect 

fertility. Initially this will be because of an inability to mount or foot soreness resulting in a lack of interest. Then 

subsequent to the infection, an interruption to the formation and development of sperm will reduce fertility.  Sperm 

production can take up to six weeks to recover. 

If your bulls go lame and they do not improve rapidly, consider replacements early to reduce the high risk of fertility 

impairment.  

  Please also remember that all bulls should be BVD negative and should be vaccinated for BVD and leptospirosis.                   

PREGNANCY TESTING 
 

One of the key performance indicators (KPI’s) for reproductive performance is 6 week in calf rate.  

All the effort put into preparing animals for successful mating needs to be quantified. It also provides valuable 

information for next year’s calving management decisions. Early scanning gives us the ability to age with accuracy. 

Ageing accuracy falls as the foetus grows in size. After 70 days aging is very difficult and therefore less accurate.   

If AI is completed by 30th November then scanning for 6 week in calf rate should be performed approx. 15th – 20th 

January. Accuracy will also be improved if ear tags are easily readable and the AI dates are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is important to rescan 50 days after 

mating is finished with manual 

palpitation of animals scanning empty. 

Remember that average foetal loss 

rates are 1 per 100 cows per month. 



 

 

LEPTOSPIROSIS VACCINATION 
The first dose of Leptospirosis vaccine in calves should be done from December 1st with the second dose being done 4 

weeks later. We recommend using Ultravac® 7in1 in calves which will booster any 5 in 1 vaccine already given. This 

vaccine covers two leptospirosis strains and five clostridial strains. 

Ultravac® 7in1  

 A  2.5ml dose administered under the skin, preferably in the neck. 

 Protection from two leptospirosis  strains - L. Hardjo, L. Pomona and five clostridial strains - Pulpy Kidney, 

Tetanus, Blacks Disease,  Blackleg & Malignant Oedema. 

Leptoshield® / Leptovoid® 

 A 2ml dose administered under  the skin, preferably in the neck. 

 Protection from L. Hardjo and L. Pomona. 

 

HOW GOOD ARE YOU AT ESTIMATING THE WEIGHT OF LIVESTOCK? 
 

A few recent issues have highlighted the importance of the accuracy of weight estimation and more importantly the 

weighing of livestock, particularly young animals. 

 

Vets On Alabama would like to invite you to share a little Christmas cheer with us on Friday December 6th between 3pm 

and 6pm behind the vet clinic, where we will have a BBQ and have a few drinks. 

 

We hope that you will be able to come in at some point during the late afternoon, but there is one proviso.  Everyone 

must put an entry for the weight estimation competition.  

 

We will have some calves in the yard and it is your job to estimate the weight.  We will have a couple of spot prizes to be 

drawn – one for being in the top 25%  and one for being in the bottom 25%. The prize consists of a free weight check of 

your mob of calves. Vets on Alabama will come to your property with our weigh scales to give you an accurate 

assessment of your calf weights. This information will then be uploaded into the MINDA program to assist you with your 

monitoring. 

 

All entries will remain confidential! 

 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE! 

 

 

 

 

          To give us an idea of numbers 

          please RSVP by Wednesday 

          4th December. 

           Ph: (03) 578 6965 

VET ON ALABAMA FARMERS 

CHRISTMAS GET TOGETHER 

WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR 

A BBQ & DRINKS ON FRIDAY 6th 

DECEMBER BETWEEN 3pm & 6pm 
 

http://all-free-download.com/free-photos/santa_claus_02_hd_pictures_170350.html


 

Weighing Of Calves 
 

It is really important that you have well grown young stock entering the herd. Weighing is an essential part of ensuring 

that you know the correct weight of your young stock. Vets on Alabama offer a calf and heifer weighing service – 

Please call the clinic to enquire about this service. 

Some Points to Remember about your young stock: 

 It costs $1433.00 from birth date to cups on 

 23% of 2009 born calves did not calve a second time in 2012 

 73% of 22 month olds in NZ are below their liveweight target by more than 5% 

 The eye is a very inaccurate measure. 

 Weighing allows you to manage lighter ones well.  Data: LIC 

 

 

 

  


