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It has been a dry autumn, but we have been luckier than most regions. March saw a reasonable rain event that may have 

prevented some farmers needing to dry off as early as first thought. However as we enter the dry off period it is important to 

remember that by adopting good management practices, you have the best opportunity to set your herd up for a straight 

forward calving and premium early season milk quality. How you manage your herd at dry off will also help to ensure better 

herd mating next season.  Keith and Nick have been keeping abreast of the developments in mastitis control. There was a 

recent symposium with some great ideas. Your dry cow consult will be an ideal opportunity to discuss this and many other 

aspects of dairy herd production one on one with your vet.  If you have not booked already, please phone the clinic to 

confirm your consult. 

 

Whole Herd Leptospirosis Vaccination 

 

Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection that colonises in the kidney and genital tract of the host. The disease can spread to 

humans and other animals when leptospires are shed in the urine and from the genital tract into the surrounding 

environment. 

 

Lepto harjo-bovis and Lepto Pomona are the two most common types found to infect cattle in NZ. They enter the host via 

mucous membranes of the nose, mouth or breaks in the skin. From there the organism spreads immediately from the point of 

entry into the bloodstream and then to all tissues. 

 

A few important points to remember about Leptospirosis risks 

 

 This disease is a Zoonosis – it infects humans 

 Clinical signs include abortion, weak calves, sudden milk drop, mastitis, red water 

 Treatment has limited effect on the course of the disease once it has reached the kidney. 

 Prevention is the best policy through vaccination 

 Infection risk increases with wet conditions – therefore we suggest vaccination before winter. 

 

Vaccination at this time of the year with Leptosheild® ensures that your herd immunity is boosted and that your young 

heifer vaccinations are brought into line with the rest of the herd. If you have given your calves their first vaccination this 

year, they are due a booster with the herd. If you have not yet vaccinated the calves they can be done now and then given 

a booster vaccination in four weeks. This will still enable you to bring them into line with your herds annual vaccination 

programme. 

 

For Lepto harjo-bovis vaccination, the bacteria must be prevented from colonising the kidneys and reproductive tract through 

protection from circulating antibodies and cell mediated immunity. As a result, Harjo-bovis leptospires will not shed and be 

transmitted via urine and reproductive fluids. 

 
 



 

 

IS YOUR INCALF RATE LOW? WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW? 
 

 

Body Condition Scoring (BCS) 
 

Mature cows should calve at BCS of 5.0 to maximise reproductive efficiency. Younger cows ( 2 -3 years of age) should be 5.5 

to improve her chances of becoming pregnant early. – 6% less cows are detected with a pre-mating heat when they calve at 

BCS 4.0 v’s 5.0.  

 

Even with exceptional mating it is unrealistic to expect more 

than 0.5 BCS unit gain in one month, even cows on good winter 

crops. Cows do not gain BCS in the last month before calving. 

Approximately 60%of energy needed for pregnancy is required 

in the last month (4-5kg DM) 

 

Therefore the BCS at dry off WILL have a significant impact on 

you 6 week / and pregnancy in calf rate. 

 

If you are drying off mature cows at BCS 4 and two and three 

year olds at BCS 4.5 you will need 100 days on Autumn pasture 

to achieve your target BCS at calving. This can be reduced to 80 

days if feeding supplement of high quality with autumn 

pastures. 

 

Don’t let young dairy cows drop to BCS 4 at dry off 100 days from calving. 

 

If in doubt get a BCS done by an independent person certified to Dairy NZ standards – As cow at BCS 4 has a back bone 

uneven and bumby with 2-3 of the long ribs visible. The pins have a tap like appearance and thighs are slightly depressed.  

 

Keith and Nick are certified to Dairy NZ and are happy to assist. 

 

 

Inductions for 2013 

 

 Inductions will be allowed to a level of 4% of your milking herd. 

 Animals permitted to be induced will need to meet all age, timing, health, and BCS requirements. 

 Evidence of pregnancy aging is required. 

 TO EXCEED 4% WILL REQUIRE EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES 

 

Where farm and mating problems do occur outside of the farmers control, farmers can apply for dispensation through their 

veterinarian to exceed the 4% limit, however this will not be an easy process. 

 

In 2013 this process will be more formal than in previous seasons and in each case a representative of the dairy company will 

be involved in the decision. 

 

 

 

 



Above is a rough guide to show you what each BCS between 3 and 6 should look like. 

 

If you are unsure of how to BCS then please call the clinic and Keith or Nick would be happy to help you develop your ability 

and confidence to successfully BCS your herd. 

 

 

VETS ON ALABAMA FISHING GEAR 

OFFER 
In addition to the offer opposite - If you purchase both 

your dry cow and drench requirements from Vets on 

Alabama you will go in the draw to win one of five 

fishing gear prizes. 

 

We have made available five fishing gear prize packs 

which are made up of an assortment of different gear 

that you would  expect a person who is serious about 

their fishing to have. 

 

These prizes will be available on purchases made 

between May 1st and June 30th 2013. If you have 

purchased both drench and dry cow for this season from 

us prior to May 1st you automatically be included in the 

draw.  

 

The draw will be made in July and feature in the August 

edition of Dairy News. 

 

Please contact the clinic for more information. We look 

forward to helping you with your dry cow and drenching 

requirements. 

 


