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Pregnancy Testing Beef Cows & Free BVD Tests 
 

April and May is when we usually pregnancy test beef cows. If we can do this 

early enough we can usually identify your early and late calving cows which may 

be of benefit for you from a management perspective. Pregnancy testing results 

give a clear indication of reproductive efficiency i.e. empty rate and calving 

spread- both of which are key drivers of profitability. 

We are able to investigate causes of below optimum performance and 

commonly factors involved include bull performance, trace elements, nutrition 

and disease.  

One disease of particular importance in the beef industry is BVD. Unlike the 

dairy industry where farm BVD can be monitored through bulk milk, there is not easy way of assessing your beef 

herd’s BVD status. It is estimated by the BVD steering committee in New Zealand that 80% of beef farms have been 

exposed to the virus. The disease causes reproductive loss in breeding cattle and reduced growth rates in young 

stock. 

Until the end of May we are able to offer some free BVD testing-we sample 15 animals and the result gives a good 

indication if BVD is likely to be a problem on your farm. Pregnancy testing is an ideal opportunity to do this. 

Please ring if you would like to combine pregnancy testing with free BVD testing. 

 

Sudden Death in Weaner Deer  
 
Sudden death in weaner deer is something that farmers and ourselves 
alike will deal with as the late Autumn and early winter months 
approach. 
 
The main diseases involved are: 
 
Yersiniosis 
Young deer that are weaned pre-rut may well be more prone to the 
onset of Yersiniosis. A major cause of this is stress that may be 
initiated by a number of factors, including yarding.  Affected deer will 
usually scour, become dehydrated and die as a result. Vaccination 
with Yersiniavax® once over 3 months of age is the best prevention 
strategy. A second dose is required 3-6 weeks after the first. 
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Parasites 
This is the most common cause of ill-thrift leading to death in weaner deer. Among all the parasites, Lungworm is the 
most common and can very quickly lead to death. Infection is usually noticed when animals start lagging behind the 
main mob or have a notable cough present. 
 
Johnes disease 
This disease affects all ages of deer, however these has been a notable number of outbreaks nationwide in deer 
aged between 12 and 20 months. Up to 10% of the mob may be affected and with no treatment available, this 
disease is fatal. Affected animals will scour and lose condition rapidly resulting in imminent death. 
 
Leptospirosis 
Infection is most notable as we approach the winter months. Leptospirosis is transferred via urine and can be 
transmitted to humans as it is a known zoonosis. The disease is carried by pigs and other animals and shed in urine 
into waterways and other areas where deer drink and graze. Vaccination is the simplest prevention method. 
 
Clostridial diseases 
Clostridial disease can be an issue in deer, however it is not seen as often in deer as in sheep & cattle. The two most 
important clostridial diseases in seen in deer are Malignant Odeama and Blackleg and affected animals are usually 
found dead. Having a vaccination programme in place using a registered 5 in 1 vaccine will prevent this. 
 
In summary, Yersiniosis and parasitism are the most common diseases or conditions seen in weaner deer. However 
there are other diseases that can cause issues on your property. If you are concerned about the health status of your 
weaner deer, please contact the clinic to discuss this with one of our production animal veterinarians.  

 

Farm dog vaccinations  
 
It's worth remembering that many of the diseases we vaccinate our dogs against can 
kill, irrespective of whether your dog is your pet or your prized working dog. As it is 
almost impossible to eliminate the risk of introducing the various diseases onto your 
farm, only vaccination can prevent these diseases.  
 
What important diseases do you need to protect against?  
 
Parvovirus (parvo) is of particular importance. It causes severe bloody diarrhoea and is usually deadly.  
Infected dogs shed parvovirus in their faeces for three weeks or more. The virus can then survive for months in the 
environment and be quickly spread between dogs and farms from shoes, clothing and vehicles.  
Unfortunately, veterinarians and farmers around the country still regularly deal with outbreaks of parvo in 
unvaccinated farm dogs. Puppies (under the age of 6 months) are the highest risk of parvo infection.  This is 
particularly devastating when it is so simple to prevent with vaccination.  
 
Early diagnosis of parvovirus can increase the chances of survival. Treatment involves hospitalisation and intensive 
care. Even then, there is no guarantee of survival.  
It is very costly from a financial and emotional perspective, but also from lost productivity.  
 
Once again we have had a number of parvo cases already this year – it is so sad when we have to deal with what 
was a perfectly health pup with Parvo, and it could have easily been avoided with a simple vaccination course. 
 
Kennel cough is a highly contagious disease caused by several different organisms and results in a persistent dry 
cough. This may also lead to retching, lethargy, loss of appetite and a fever. These symptoms can have a severe 
impact on working and competitive dogs. Recovery may take several weeks.  
Farm working dogs are at high risk. An outbreak of kennel cough in your dog team is costly and difficult to treat. It 
will affect the productivity of the affected working dogs.  

 



 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Sheep Measles - Not just from Farm dogs!  
 
We are getting feedback of an increased incidence of sheep measles being reported from sheep going through the 
works. This has primarily been associated with sheep that have previously been grazed through vineyards, though 
the incidence has been slowly rising since compulsory treatment for hydatids was removed. 
 
Sheep Measles is the common name of a lesion seen in the muscle of sheep (also goats), caused by Cysticercus ovis, 
the cystic or intermediate stage of the tapeworm Taenia ovis. It is seen as small, hard, white regions in the muscles. 
Dogs are the primary host and carry the tapeworms in their intestines. 
 
The tapeworm segments passed out of dogs can contain up to 70,000 eggs and up to three segments are produced 
each day. The eggs are able to survive on pasture for up to six months. A sheep then ingests the eggs which take 35 
days to become a mature cyst. The cysts are very infective; only one cyst consumed by a dog is likely to result in 
infection. It then develops into an egg producing tapeworm in about 35 days, completing the lifecycle. 
 
Control is centred around the dog - The most effective ways of making the meat safe from infection by destroying 
the cysts are: cooking the meat thoroughly to a core temperature over 72 degrees or by freezing it to -10 degrees for 
at least 10 days, offal must be boiled for at least 30 minutes. Raw meat scraps should not be feed to dogs and home 
kill areas should be fenced, plus dogs should be prevented from scavenging dead carcasses. 
 
 Even meat purchased from a butcher or abattoir can be a risk and should be treated accordingly. For control of 
infection in dogs, regular treatment with a product containing Praziquantel 
is the most reliable, simple and cost effective solution. All dogs entering 
onto farm land or land where stock may graze should be regularly treated. 
The most commonly used products are Droncit (which purely does 
tapeworms), Popantel® F Drontal®, Endo-Guard®, Dolpac® or Milbemax® 
(these four will all also cover for roundworms, hookworms and 
whipworms). We would recommend dogs that frequently cross onto grazing 
land to be treated every 6 weeks even the pet dogs, as they are often found 
to be the source of infection. 
 
Remember that dogs do not respect fences, so a stray dog carrying tapeworms has the capacity to infect many 
surrounding properties. 

For more information, please visit www.sheepmeasles.co.nz 
 

When Should Your Horse Be Wormed? 
 
Plan your treatment programme to maximise the use of your horse wormer.  
As a general rule you should plan to worm your horse at the end of spring when it starts getting hot and dry then 
again at the end of autumn as the weather starts to get colder.  
During dry periods, such as we have been experiencing lately, worm eggs sit dormant on the pasture waiting for it to 
rain creating warm moist conditions. Once it has rained the grass starts to grow and everything looks great, but be 
aware of the wirily worm. These worms will start to hatch and move away from the dung site and very quickly there 
are large numbers that will be eaten by your horse where they are able to complete their lifecycle.  
Even a horse that has a history of regular worming and is well fed, when exposed to this sudden intake in large 
numbers of recently hatched worms can suffer serious problems and your horse may develop colic. The perfect 
parasite does not kill its host but because of their migratory lifestyle, a large infestation can cause serious damage. 
Remember the little blighters can cause nodules in the flanks, encyst in the gut and even migrate up the anterior 
mesenteric artery and form an aneurysm. 
 
What to do?  
1. Remove the dung from your horse paddock is a good start  

2. Worm with a good “combination” drench about one week after the first flush of feed.  

3. Cross grazing  



 
Getting a mob of sheep to cross graze your horses paddock soon after the first flush of feed is a good way of 
“hoovering” the worms from your pasture. Migrating red worms which are so destructive in the horse are not an 
issue for sheep or cattle.  
It may be hard to watch a mob of hungry sheep eat that first flush of green feed, but it will be worth it in the end. 
The trick is to have enough sheep in the mob so they can come in for 24 – 48 hours, eat all the fresh flush of feed, 
and all the worms. Shortly after grazing there will be another flush of feed, but this time with a much reduced 
potential worm burden for your horse. About 6 – 8 weeks later in a “normal “year the colder weather will begin, 
Autumn is over and winter is upon us.  
 
Worm your horse at the beginning of winter and this should greatly reduce the chance of infestation. Before you 
know it Spring has arrived and the process continues through its cycle. The warmer moist conditions promote grass 
growth and worms start hatching again.  
 
Vets On Alabama have a full range of horse wormers and are able to give you the right advice for your situation. 
Please contact the clinic if you have any questions or would like some advice for your particular situation. 
 

Equine Dentistry 
 
The horse was designed with a slightly wider upper jaw than lower jaw and wide 
flat teeth for chewing vegetation.  They also chew in a circular pattern, not up and 
down as most people assume.  Because of this, they develop sharp points on the 
edges of their teeth that can rub on the cheeks and tongue, creating ulcers.  These 
points need to be smoothed (floated) regularly to make the horse comfortable 
when eating and being ridden.  Dental issues are an important cause of weight loss 
and poor nutrition, as well as performance problems.  A horse's teeth continue to 
erupt for most of its life and recognizing and correcting problems early will allow 
them to function and last well into his/her twenties.  It is not uncommon for horses 
to outlive some of their teeth and routine dentistry in older ponies and horses 
focuses on preserving good function. Signs of dental issues may include dropping of 
feed, decreased appetite, or loss of body condition. 
 
An oral exam and floating is necessary about once a year.  Older horses and horses with bad conformation or other 
problems may need attention more frequently.  Dentistry exams usually start at about 2 years of age.  The wolf teeth 
are present at this time and should be removed before bit work commences.  Caps, or the remnants of the baby 
teeth, are being shed at this time and it is a good opportunity to check on their progress and verify a correct eruption 
pattern. Floating is done either with hand tools, electric tools, or a combination of both.  Sedation is sometimes 
required to allow the mouth to be fully opened and visualized.  Dentistry can be done at the same time as other 
preventative medicine procedures such as vaccinations and sheath cleaning.  
 
Call Vets on Alabama to book your next dental check either at the clinic or at your home  

 
A Note on Ostertagiasis 
 
There are two disease forms of ostertagiasis, Type I and Type II. Type I 
disease occurs in calves in their first grazing season when the ingested 
larvae mature in the abomasum. Type II disease occurs in the 9-12 month 
age group due to resumed development of larvae that have undergone 
arrested development, or hypobiosis. Hypobiosis happens now, from 
early autumn to late winter - spring. This is the time to treat your calves.  
 
Dietary energy and protein, which in a healthy calf would normally be 
used for growth, are used in a calf with ostergiasis to replace proteins lost 
in the intestine. Protein loss in the intestine will further lead to diarrhoea. 
The result is unwanted weight loss, with severe infections even resulting 



in death.  
How do we control osteragiasis? We should avoid overstocking, use wise pasture management to avoid the 
accumulation of infective larvae on herbage, and treat calves regularly with an anthelmintic known to be effective 
against the inhibited fourth larvae stage.  
 
Vets on Alabama can help you choose the right product and advise you on the best time to use it. 

 

 

Lungworm In Deer  
 
Lungworm (Dictyocaulus eckrti) is the most serious parasite in young deer. Deer are most susceptible as fawns at 3-5 
months of age due to lack of natural immunity and a higher than normal parasite burden in the environment through 
the Autumn.  
The classic symptom of lungworm is a cough. However it is easy to overlook or get confused with other issues as 
growth rates start to reduce and coats start to look in poor condition.  
The lifecycle of lungworm in deer can be best described as follows –  
First stage larvae passed in faeces  

Infective larvae penetrate intestinal mucosa and migrate via the lymphatic and blood circulation systems to the 
lungs.  

Development of Stage 5 & maturity to adulthood in lungs  

Adult worms inhibit bronchial tree and lay eggs.  

Eggs are coughed up and swallowed – hatch to L1 larvae in faeces.  

Infective larvae consumed with grass.  
 
Lungworm is best diagnosed through a laboratory test. A faecal sample is taken from the rectum from 6-8 animals to 
give a representative sample from the mob. This test is most useful to monitor young deer in the autumn. Regular 
counts are a good idea if lungworm is perceived to be a particular problem on your farm.  
Continuing research is finding that controlling parasites in deer requires a similar approach to other animals, 
otherwise productivity is affected and parasite control is required to reduce this effect.  
The objectives of parasite control are to:  
1. Removal of existing parasite burden  

2. Reduce reinfection challenge to the animal  

3. Reduction in level of parasite contamination.  
 
The key risk period for young stock is February – June. Therefore it is best to discuss your farm situation with your 
veterinarian with the aim being to break the lungworm life cycle.  
 
IMPORTANT: Leaving young deer not drenched in the autumn can result in very large burdens of lungworm to 
develop very quickly. Therefore it is far easier to be proactive rather than reactive to this important health issue is 
young deer. 

 
Book Your Herd In For Scanning 
 
Our team of veterinarians have the ability to ultrasound scan your beef cows, 
having the added advantage that they are skilled at ensuring manual re checks 
are as accurate as possible.  They know exactly what they are looking at or 
feeling to give you confidence of the best possible pregnancy diagnosis. Having 
a vet scan your cows will also allow you to have any health issues attended to 
while yarded. 
Vets on Alabama have multiple veterinarians and a wealth of experience at scanning cattle in the practice. Please 
book in your herd for scanning for April & May. 
 

 
 



 

 

   

 

       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                


