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Pre-Lamb Controlled Release Drench Capsules  

 Pre-lamb is a crucial stage in the production of our 

sheep flock.  It is a critical time when the ewe’s natural 

immunity relaxes. Underfeeding, low body condition, 

younger age, pregnancy with twins and triplets, and 

lactation are all “stressors” that further compromise the 

already vulnerable ewes.   

In addition to this, facing a natural L3 worm larvae challenge around the lambing 

period can have further negative effects due to: 

 Reduced voluntary feed intake 

 Reduced food conversion efficiency 

 Loss of body condition 

 Reduced milk production  

 More dags 

 Higher worm counts higher faecal egg counts pasture 

 contamination 

 

 

Controlled release drench capsules are a great tool that can be used to reduce these negative effects. They last for 

100 days at therapeutic levels and have a significant management advantage in the post-weaning period.  

 

The key benefits of controlled release drench capsules at Pre-Lamb include: 

1. Increased value of ewes sold (culled) at weaning 

2. Better ewe weights at weaning 

3. Ewes in better condition at mating  increased fertility for next 

season 

4. Additional lambs weaned in relation to ewe live weight mating 

5. Increased wool production 

6. Increased total weight of lambs weaned per ewe 

7. Less dags!! Reduced number of ewes requiring crutching post 

weaning  

8. Slow release Selenium and Cobalt (B12) for 100days (In Bionic® 

and Extender SeCo® capsules).  
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Although slow release capsules cost more per head when compared to injectable drenches, they overcome the 

significant obstacle of resistance. With injectable drenches there is a drop below the therapeutic level towards the 

end of the claimed treatment period, resulting in the possibility of resistance forming. Due to their unique 

formulation this is not an issue with the capsules.   

When comparing slow release capsules to short acting drenches, short acting drenches are more economical for 

treating ewes with minimal long term financial value, i.e. single bearing ewe.  

The real benefit from controlled release drench capsules comes from knowing when and where to use them.  

 

Capsules are advantageous in cases of:  

 average to low condition scores  

 multiple bearing ewes that are forced to graze down into the infective L3 larvae 

layer in the pasture   

 younger or aged ewes which may struggle to increase or maintain their body 

condition post lambing  

 

In these cases we can expect a good response and increased economic advantage with 

the Controlled release drench capsules. If the sheep stock is light, the Controlled 

release drench capsules should be used earlier (4-6 weeks pre-lambing) compared to 

ewes in good condition (2-3 weeks pre-lambing). 

 

 

Deciding which Controlled release drench capsules to use will depend on known resistance status of the farm. 

Currently available are Extender SeCo® (albendazole), Maximizer® (ivermectin) and Bionic® (combination drench). If 

you are uncertain, you are safer with a combination drench. Bionic® is a premium combination drench which will 

provide therapeutic levels against all prevalent internal sheep parasites for 100 days, consequently reducing the 

risk for developing resistance. 

Another concept which is beneficial in reducing resistance is Refugia. This means leaving a proportion of the sheep 

population untreated, and consequently preserving a susceptible parasite population.  

The effectiveness of the drench is maintained by the dilution of the resistance.                 

This can be achieved in the following ways:  

 Leaving around 5% of ewes in each mob untreated.  

 Leaving the single bearing ewes untreated, as they are more likely to cope with 

parasite burden than the multiple bearing ewes. The untreated single bearing 

ewes should be monitored at tailing and weaning using Faecal Egg Counts. 

At Vets on Alabama we can assist you in developing a full parasite management plan including FEC testing and 

advise you regarding the most suitable drench for your farm. 

 

 

 

 

 



Protection From Clostridial Diseases  

Clostridial disease is a real issue on every NZ pastoral farm. If not controlled it will almost definitely result in lamb 
losses. Usually it affects the best lambs that were fine the night before but are found dead in the morning. 

The five most common clostridial diseases are: 

Pulpy kidney (PK) – also referred to as enterotoxaemia: The classic sign is sudden death in young lambs that are well 
fed and growing quickly. If grazing lucerne – this must be a consideration. However it can affect animals at any age, 
especially when they are grazing high quality pastures.  

Tetanus: This occurs when the tetanus spores enter a deep wound where there is minimal aeration in the presence 
of dead & damaged tissue.  Tailing with rubber rings brings with it one of the greatest risks.  However having a 
searing iron that is not hot enough can cause tissue damage that allows the tetanus spores to proliferate.    

The next 3 diseases are similar in appearance and all fall into the blood poisoning category which is typified by 
sudden death followed by rapid post death deterioration, bloody discharge from nose & bloating. 

Blackleg: This is usually associated with dirty wounds, grazing muddy winter feed 
crops, after lambing & using dirty vaccination needles. 

Malignant oedema: Lesions very similar to blackleg. 

Black disease: Usually associated with liver fluke infection.   

Signs and Symptoms 

 Lambs with Pulpy Kidney are usually found dead with no obvious signs, but may be found lying on the ground 
with their head extended back. 

 Lambs with blood poisoning usually found dead. They generally go off very quickly and may have gas under the 
skin. 

 Tetanus appears 7-21 days after an injury that causes a deep penetrating wound that seals over, or one that 
creates a lot of dead tissue (e.g. from tailing or shearing wounds). Animals are stiff and go into a rigid spasm if 
stimulated.  

Pregnant Ewes 
A booster vaccination should be given to ewes within 2-4 weeks of lambing. This will 
maximise protection of the lambs through antibodies in the colostrum, for the first 6-8 
weeks of their lives. Previously unvaccinated ewes may be vaccinated at tupping and again 
within 2-4 weeks of lambing.  
 
 
 

Lamb Vaccination 
 

Lambs require two doses 4 – 6 weeks apart.  Lambs born to vaccinated lambs should receive their first dose and 
tailing and the second dose at weaning, this will ensure that lambs are protected as early as possible and will 
minimise the chance of an immunity gap. 
 
Hoggets may require a further booster dose prior to going onto a crop as this is a high risk situation for pulpy kidney. 
 
Lambs born to unvaccinated ewes are at a high risk of tetanus at tailing and should be given a tetanus antitoxin at 
tailing. 
 



Vaccine Options 
 

 Ultravac® 5in1  - 5in 1 clostridial protection 

 Multine® 5 in 1  - 5 in 1 clostrdial protection 

 Ultravac® 6in1  - 6 in 1 clostridial protection 

 Covexin® 10  -10 in 1 clostridial protection 

 Nilvax® Se  - 5 in 1 clostridial protection + Levamizole 

 Eweguard  - 5 in 1 clostridial protection + Cydectin  
 
 

 

The Cost 
 

Common clostridial bacteria are endemic throughout NZ farms, however diseases are not commonly seen due to the 
widespread use of vaccination.  Because vaccination is so effective and has been around for a long time many new 
generation farmers may never have seen the diseases. 

Farmers need to be confident that a sound vaccination programme is in place that will help in stopping these 
diseases from being a problem.  Most of the disease outbreaks are now associated with farmers forgetting to 
vaccinate. 

We have ensured that vaccine and drench pricing remains competitive.  
Please call Vets on Alabama to discuss the best product to use for your situation. 

NB. Do not administer selenised (Se) vaccine to lambs – the level of Se will be toxic. Please have a chat with one of 
our vets if you have concerns about the Se levels. 

 



Farm Dog Accommodation 

Our farm dogs do a tremendous amount of work but sometimes their conditions of employment leave a bit 
to be desired i.e. the dog kennel, especially in winter.  There was a country calendar programme profiling a farmer 
who had recently built new kennels and installed heating systems, and some working dog owners put coats on their 
dogs at night, especially the older dogs.  This is not to suggest that we all go and install heating systems or even 
purchase dog coats, but it makes economic sense to ensure that your dogs, who are worth a considerable amount of 
money,  are housed well.  
 
 A dog that has a warm and draft proof kennel will utilise less energy to keep warm and need less food to keep in 
optimal condition than a dog kept in a substandard kennel. It will also help keep them fitter and healthier. Maybe 
there is a place for installing some wall and ceiling insulation in new kennels – it certainly works for some. 
 
Day to day on our farms we usually don’t pay much attention to the state of the dog kennels, but it is worth taking 
the time to look at yours with fresh eyes. A simple check and a little bit of maintenance could make all the 
difference. Check the roof is not leaking and that there are no rotten boards that allow drafts in, and check the 
kennel position so that it is out of the wind, in the summer has shade, and in winter lets some sunshine in. Planting 
deciduous trees can also be useful. 
 
Hopefully we are all moving away from dogs tied under trees with rudimentary shelter and standing in the mud. This 
type of housing is very energy inefficient and also increases the risk of parasite worm burdens from the dogs 
constantly standing in faecal contaminated dirt and also makes flea control much more difficult. 
 
 

Sack Beds for Dogs 

Quality affordable Hessian sack beds, with foam inner- ideal 

for the dog box or kennel. 

 ONLY $19.99 (while stocks last) 

 

Joint Supplements 

Have you noticed Rover having trouble jumping on and off the ute? It may be the first signs of Osteoarthritis.  
Bomazeal® Mobilize is a tasty tablet at a low daily cost that can be used as a safe, natural joint supplement for dogs 
with osteoarthritis. Made in New Zealand, based on NZ Green-Lipped Mussel Extract, and available over the counter 
at the clinic. Extend their working career. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Nitrate Poisoning  

Active growth of plants after rain following a dry period or drought conditions often will lead to nitrate poisoning, 
especially in manure or fertilised soils. Nitrate tends to accumulate in and near the roots of plants during a drought 
and is taken up rapidly when regrowth follows after rain or irrigation. Dull and overcast cloudy conditions favour the 
storage of nitrogen in the form of nitrate, while sunlight assists the plant in converting nitrate into amino acids and 
proteins.  Crop predisposed to nitrate poisoning-all Brassica spp.-kale, rape, turnips, oats and other cereal grasses 
and rye grass as well. 
 
Other factors that increase the risk of nitrate poisoning include: 
 

 A high rate of feed consumption  

 High carbohydrate diet  

 Sudden introduction of nitrate feed  

 Herbicide treatment of plants 

 Adverse condition such as frost 

 Sulphur and molybdenum deficiency  

 
SYMPTOMS  

 Sudden death without clinical signs. Death usually within 12 to 24 hours of ingestion.  
 
IF ALIVE 

 Neurological signs – Loss of balance, weakness, reluctance to move  

 Oxygen deprivation – Increased respiration and heart rate, gasping for breath, brown, pale gums.  

 Gut signs – Diarrhoea, abdominal pain.  
 
TREATMENT  

 Remove all stock from the toxic feed and feed hay.  

 Call veterinarian to help treat animals that are still alive with intravenous antidote.  

 Restrict grazing of high nitrate feed - only 1 hour per day.  

 Avoid feeding at danger times. i.e. Dull warm weather on fertilised or well manured soils.  
 
This is a poisoning that we can help prevent through crop monitoring and grazing advice as well as in house testing.  

 
Bring in crop samples to check levels. Our staff are trained to perform the tests accurately and quickly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Insurance against Grass Staggers 

Grass Staggers (hypomagnesaemia) is a metabolic disease that primarily affects adult lactating cows.  Grass Staggers 
is caused by a deficiency in magnesium.   
Unlike calcium, body stores of magnesium cannot be mobilised in times of high demand or in response to low blood 
levels.  This means that cattle are dependent on an adequate daily intake of magnesium to meet metabolic 
requirements.   
 
Grass Staggers can be rapidly fatal.  In extreme circumstances the first sign can be up to 20 – 30% of the cow herd 
found dead.  More commonly, initial signs of restlessness, increased alertness, and suddenly running for no apparent 
reason are observed.  When disturbed, cows may bellow and walk with an unusual gait.  These signs can rapidly lead 
to uncoordinated staggers and convulsions, often leading to death unless immediate treatment is provided.   
 
Many factors can contribute to Grass Staggers.  During lactation the magnesium demands of the cow are sharply 
increased, as magnesium is an integral component in the production of each litre of milk. Cows over 4 years are most 
at risk as their milk production is higher than younger cows, as are higher producing cows, or those with twin calves 
at foot.  Grass Staggers most often occurs when lactating cows are grazing lush, rapidly growing pasture with low dry 
matter (DM) and low magnesium content. The risk is further increased if potash or nitrogen fertilisers have been 
used on the pasture, as the resultant grass is often lush with lower DM content, and also potassium can interfere 
with magnesium absorption from the diet.  Cases of Grass Staggers or deaths are frequently preceded by a period of 
reduced feed intake; perhaps caused by inclement weather, yarding or transport.   

 
Preventing Grass Staggers requires a combination of management actions. Key items are summarised below: 

 
Managing the Diet 
Beware of Nitrogen and/or Potassium fertiliser or effluent affected lush, fast growing pasture.  If this grass is the 
primary feed for lactating cows, be very aware of the grass staggers risk, and always ensure a magnesium 
supplement is provided.  Consider adding an alternative feed source containing a higher proportion of magnesium to 
the diet during high risk periods. 

 
Managing the Cows 
Minimise transport and yard time of cows in late pregnancy and especially during early to peak lactation.   If 
transporting cows, ensure they are adequately fed and supplemented with magnesium prior to the journey, and also 
during long journeys.  Feed cows adequately to minimise loss of body condition after calving.  Ideally provide shelter 
if inclement weather is likely. 

 
Magnesium supplementation 
There are several ways to provide additional magnesium to cows.  It is important that supplementation occurs at 
least two weeks prior to the start of the “risk period”.  
Some supplementation methods will not be possible or practical for all herds or farms.  Ask your vet for advice on 
the best method for your herd.   
 
Magnesium can be: 
 

 Top-dressed (dusted) onto pasture (magnesium oxide) 

 Added to silage and other feeds (typically magnesium oxide, or other mag salts) 

 Added to water troughs (mag sulphate, mag chloride) 

 Drenched to cows individually (magnesium oxide) 

 Delivered into the rumen via a slow release intra-ruminal capsule (Rumetrace Magnesium Capsules) 

 
Supplementation is just that!  Metabolic disease can still occur in herds receiving magnesium supplementation in 
seasons where there is a high risk (due to the factors discussed above).  Even in high challenge circumstances, 
however, magnesium supplementation will substantially reduce the severity of clinical disease and limit mortality. 

 



About Rumetrace Magnesium Capsules 

 
For some herds, the best option for magnesium supplementation is 

Rumetrace Magnesium Capsules.  This is especially the case in situations 
where  
 

 Dusting the pasture or hay with magnesium oxide is difficult or 
impractial 

 Water reticulation infrastructure does not allow water trough 
treatment 

 Access to free water means cows will not drink water from 
treated troughs 

 Daily observation and/or supplementary feeding of cows is not 
undertaken  

 
Rumetrace® is a registered trademark of Ridley AgriProducts Pty Ltd and is distributed in New Zealand by AgriHealth NZ Ltd.  

Rumetrace Magnesium Capsules are registered pursuant to the ACVM Act, 1997 No A10958. 
 

The Vet Team:  Sheep, Beef & Deer & Equine 
 

Vets On Alabama are focused on providing a quality rural veterinary service, and as part of this commitment have 
ensured we have a comprehensive rural vet team that can deal with all aspects of rural veterinary requirements. 
We currently have four large animal vets focused on providing this service; 
 
             Peter Howard - BVetMed (1990), Cert CHP           Nick Hansby  - BVSc (1982)         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

             Urthe Engel  -BSVc (2001)                                                                           Pam Doig – BSVc (1986) 

 

 



 



 


