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WARNING about deadly 
canine parvovirus 

Over the past few weeks we have treated number of dogs for 
Parvovirus – this is heartbreaking and expensive to treat.  
Vaccination is the best protection for your dog against this disease. 
Parvovirus in dogs is a killer. Canine parvovirus causes sudden-
onset, profuse, smelly, bloody diarrhoea and vomiting. This can 
lead to severe dehydration and rapid death (within 24–48 hours), 
especially in unvaccinated pups and young dogs. 

 
In the majority of cases, a dog that contracts parvovirus will die. If diagnosed early enough, 
treatment may involve intensive care for several days in the veterinary hospital and can be costly 
with no guarantee of survival; however the earlier it is diagnosed the more chance of a successful 
treatment outcome. Veterinarians use an in clinic test which can quickly identify Parvovirus.   In 
unvaccinated pups this disease can be devastating, as the infection can very quickly spread through 
an entire litter. Vaccination is the ONLY way to prevent parvovirus. 
 
Despite the deadly nature of parvovirus, there are still thousands of dogs in New Zealand who 
remain unvaccinated and continue to spread this highly contagious virus. Outbreaks are regularly 
reported, affecting both urban and rural dogs. 
 
Dogs infected with parvovirus shed millions of virus particles in their faeces for up to three weeks. 
The virus can then be spread from one dog to another through exposure to contaminated faeces. 
Parvovirus can survive freezing temperatures and most household disinfectants will not kill it. This 
virus can also be spread on shoes and clothing, meaning that any dog, person or vehicle entering 
your property may be a source of infection. 
 
Vaccinating your dog is the ONLY way to prevent canine parvovirus infection. 
 
Vets On Alabama use the Nobivac® range of vaccines which provide world-leading protection against 
parvovirus. These vaccines contain a patented strain of parvovirus called C154 which delivers proven 
cross-protection against all types of known parvovirus. You can trust Nobivac® to provide solid 
protection against canine parvovirus. 
 

For more information on canine parvovirus or to book your dog/s in for a vaccination please contact 

the clinic. 
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Cruciate Disease 

 

The most common cause of hind limb lameness seen in 

dogs are injuries of the stifle (knee) joint, with the most 

common cause injury being rupture of the cranial 

cruciate ligament. There are two ways that these injuries 

can occur: either by slow chronic degeneration of the 

ligament with age or conformation, which then finally 

snaps because the ligament has become so thin, or acute 

tears in athletic dogs. These acute tears often occur 

when the dogs leg stops suddenly and the dog keeps going - i.e. standing in a rabbit hole while 

running or from jumping when excessive force is used at take off. They are also one of the most 

common orthopaedic injuries of sports people. 

 

There are two cruciate ligaments, the cranial and the caudal, with the cranial ligament having two 

branches. The two ligaments form an 'X' within the knee joint to prevent the femur and tibia sliding 

abnormally forwards and backwards relative to each other. The lameness that is seen in the early 

stages is usually a reflection of the increased laxity within the knee joint. As the disease progresses 

(in chronic cases) or is left in acute cases, fluid will build up in the joint from the abnormal 

movement and arthritis will start to form on the joint surfaces as well. Both of these additional 

abnormalities will increase the degree of lameness. We most commonly see these injuries in young, 

active, large breed dogs. 

 

Diagnosis is partially based on feeling the range of motion that is present in the knee. The two most 

common tests with palpation are the cranial draw and the tibial thrust. Often larger dogs that are 

well muscled will be able to tense their muscles making these tests unreliable in the conscious 

patient. For this reason sedation or a full anaesthetic is often performed, which will also allow x-rays 

to be taken to assess the degree of arthritic change already present.  

 

Surgery is generally recommended to stabilise the 

joint. There are now three different surgical 

procedures that are routinely. The most common 

procedure performed is the lateral tibiofabella suture. 

This is where a thick piece of suture material is passed 

around a small bone behind the femur and then 

through a hole drilled in the tibia to mimic the effect of 

the cranial cruciate ligament.  

 

The earlier in the disease process that treatment is 

started the better the long term outcome is.  

 
 

 

 



Dog Tips For The Summer Months 
 

With summer now in full swing there are several things to remember with our pets. 

Never leave dogs unsecured on the back of the Ute, they can’t hold on. Make sure they are firmly 

tied on with a lead short enough so they can’t fall from the sides. If the lead is too long they can get 

dragged behind. 

Dogs should not be left in the car during summer, the temperature inside can rapidly heat up to 50C 

and in some cases to over 70C. Leaving the window down often makes little difference and overcast 

days can be deceptive with the temperature. If you are stopping for a while either park in the shade 

or leave the dog at home. 

If your dog enjoys swimming it is much safer in clear running water, that stagnant dirty ponds. 

Stagnant water can harbour increased levels of parasites, bacteria and fungi that can cause anything 

from vomiting and diarrhoea to paralysis and death.  

Always remember if you are going away to ensure that there is someone to look after your pets at 

home or that they are booked into kennels. Vaccinations should be up to date, as should flea and 

worm treatments. Plus it is often worthwhile making sure the microchip read in case they go 

missing. 

 

 
 
At Vets On Alabama we are able to provide you with a team of well qualified experienced 
veterinarians to care for your pets. We have 5 veterinarians who consult and conduct surgical 
procedures in our companion animal hospital. In the autumn issue of Seasonal Paw Prints we will 
introduce our hospital team to give you a bit of background on the people you deal with in relation 
to your important pets. 
 
Among our team of 5 veterinarians there are a number of part-time vets that have young families, 
meaning that they are not always in the clinic. However when you call the clinic to make an 
appointment you are welcome to ask our friendly reception staff if you can have an appointment 
with a particular vet. They will let you know when that particular vet is in the clinic and book you the 
next available appointment with them. If your call is due to a more urgent matter then your 
appointment will be made with the vet available that day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Vets on Alabama offer a Puppy Preschool course that goes for five weeks, one night per week.  
 

WHY PUPPY PRESCHOOL 
 

 Allows Socialisation in a safe and controlled environment 

 Teach owners methods to help train and teach their puppy. 

 Educate on responsible dog ownership, including healthcare and nutrition. 

 Allows puppies to accept handling by other humans. 

 Teaches owners about normal and abnormal behaviour and to develop realistic expectations of 
the puppy. 

When:     6pm – Monday or Wednesday nights. (You will be told which night when you book in) 
Duration:  45 mins to 1 hr. 
Cost:     $70.00 
Class size:  Limited – please phone to put your name on the list. 
 

For More Information: Call Karyn or Ketta at the Clinic – (03) 578 6965. 
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The number of over-weight and obese cats and dogs in society is on the increase. Approximately 
60% of our pets are now deemed to be overweight. We have become accustomed to seeing more 
and more overweight animals, so this starts to be accepted as normal. 
 
Major causative factors to this problem are similar to the issues facing humans; 

 Over feeding  

 Unhealthy snacks 

 Lack of exercise 

 Having a more sedentary lifestyle 
 
As a result of this over weight and obese animals are more at risk from some of the major health 
problems such as:  
 

1. High blood pressure 
2. Heart disease 
3. Diabetes 
4. Arthritis & joint disorders 
5. Breathing problems 
6. Skin & Coat conditions 
7. Weakened immune system 
8. Increased anaesthetic and surgical risk. 

 
Overall an overweight or obese cat or dog will have a reduced life span. 
 
If you have a cat or a dog that you think fits the overweight obese category, you can be proactive 
and do something about it, to help your pet live a longer healthier life. 
 
Vets on Alabama offer a Weight Management Programme to help you with diet and exercise for 
your pet, along with weekly weigh-ins and body condition assessments to monitor a safe, controlled 
and sustainable approach to weight loss. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Vets on Alabama offer a free dental check for your dog or cat. This check up is done 
by one of our highly skilled veterinary nurses  

 Thorough mouth exam 

 Detailed advice on dental home care 

 Rundown of dental products available  

 Estimates + info on dental surgeries given (if necessary) 
 

Call The Clinic To Book Your Cat or Dog In For Their Free Dental Check 
Ph: (03) 578 6965  

 


