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Parasites 

With the winter upon us, we are aware that there is currently a very high level of parasite activity around the region. It 

is important that parasite management is kept under control using the correct drench for the situation.  

Mastitis 

Heifer mastitis in early lactation is not only a hassle, but it can also have a permanent production limiting effect. Teat 

sealing 4 – 6 weeks before the planned start of calving has proven to be not only effective but also economic. It is also a 

good idea to train the heifers prior to the day of treatment as this makes the process a lot easier. 

Nitrate Poisoning 

We have already seen some deaths in the last month from Nitrate poisoning as the levels on pastures and crops 

increase with the onset of dull overcast cloudy conditions. 

 

 Rotavirus Vaccine Update 
 

Unfortunately, this season we are facing a shortage of Rotavirus vaccine as a 

result of Rotavec® Corona vaccine not being available. Vets on Alabama has been 

able to secure the supply of Scourguard® 4(K) 

 

The important information to note about using Scourguard® 4 (K). 

 

1. This vaccine is available in 100ml (50 dose) plastic PET bottles.  

2. Dose is 2ml administered intramuscularly in the neck.  

3. If cows have received previous annual doses of either ScourGuard® 4 (K) 

or Rotavec® Corona, then only one booster dose is required up to two 

weeks prior to planned start of calving. 

4. Previously unvaccinated heifers or cows should receive two doses at lease 

3 weeks apart with the second dose being administered 2  weeks prior to 

calving. 

5. If time is tight the herd can be split into early and late calvers and vaccinated according to the calving date. 

6. This vaccine works out slightly cheaper per dose at $5.19 + GST  

 

 

If you have any questions on this please give Nick or Keith a call at the clinic. 

For more information on Rotavirus please see the article in the May edition of Dairy News – this can be viewed on our 

website: www.vetonalabama.co.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vetonalabama.co.nz/


 

 

 

 

Mastitis After Drying Off 
Keith Webby 

 

Now the cows are dried off, many have had dry cow antibiotic treatment meaning that there could be the temptation to 

forget about mastitis until calving. 

 

However there is still a risk of picking up both clinical and sub clinical mastitis through the dry period. Cows should be 

checked on a regular basis over the next couple of months and any with clinical mastitis should be treated but ONLY 

WITH MILKING COW TREATMENTS. Don’t be tempted to finished with a dry cow product, even if you think that the 

withholding periods will be adequate. This is a common cause of inhibitory substance grades in the Spring. DRYCOW 

MUST ONLY BE USED AT DRY-OFF. 

 

If cows are being grazed away, make sure the grazier is checking them regularly. 

 

Obviously sub-clinical mastitis through the dry period is not an easy thing to detect! However recent trial work has 

shown that many of the new infections found in the next season are initiated in the dry period. Cows kept in wet muddy 

conditions through the winter will be at a much higher risk of picking up bugs that can then cause mastitis after calving. 

 

While we cannot do much about the weather, providing areas for cows that are not wet, trampled and muddy will result 

in less infection in the Spring. 

 

Teatseal® In Heifers 
Nick Hansby. 

 

Heifers are at a consistently higher risk of clinical mastitis than older cows around calving and early lactation. This can 

result light quarters, teat and canal thickening, and early culling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Teatseal® administered to maiden heifers approximately 4 weeks pre-calving dramatically reduces clinical mastitis 

around  

calving. 

 

 

 



 

Data from NZ work showed: 

 

 Reduced Strep uberus infection at calving by 84%. 

 Reduced clinical mastitis in the first two weeks after calving by 68%. 

 

2008 Larens study showed 67% decrease in clinical mastitis in the first 100 days of lactation in teat sealed heifers. 

 

  Heifer Hints On Teat sealing  

 
 Normally done at 4-6 weeks before calving, but now is a 

good time. 

 Sterilisation and administration techniques are important 

and need to be discussed with your veterinarian. 

 Having had experience teatsealing in herringbone and 

rotaries – it helps to train heifers through the shed. 

  Keep groups in the yard to 30 - 60 and fully feed a few hours 

before yarding. 

 Row up in groups of 10-15 at a time with the breast rail 

narrow 

 Minimise mud contamination prior to teatsealing. i.e. Avoid 

feed pad and wet muddy days. 

 Schedule enough time and staff to do the job thoroughly and 

calmly. 

 

I have not found it necessary to sedate 

animals, the majority, will stand calmly. If you 

get an unduly aggravated animal, I would 

advise to let it go without treatment. 

 

Please talk to Nick or Keith to discuss 

Teatsealing. There is also more information 

available from the dairy link on our website 

www.vetsonalabama.co.nz and link (available 

from Monday 17th June) , where you will also 

find short video clip.  

 

 

Nitrate Poisoning 
Nick Hansby 

 

WE HAVE ALREADY HAD DEATHS FROM NITRATE POISONING THIS WINTER. A previous survey in the lower North 

Island reported 90% of pasture samples with dangerous nitrate levels, greater than 1% 

 

Unfortunately this is a common cause of stock mortality 

Active growth of plants after rain following a dry period or drought conditions often will lead to nitrate poisoning, 

especially in manured or fertilised soils. Nitrate tends to accumulate in and near the roots of plants during a drought 

and is taken up rapidly when regrowth follows after rain or irrigation. Dull and overcast cloudy conditions favour the 

storage of nitrogen in the form of nitrate. Sunlight assists the plant in converting nitrate into amino acids and proteins. 

http://www.vetsonalabama.co.nz/


 

Other factors that increase the risk of nitrate poisoning include 

 

 A high rate of feed consumption 

 High carbohydrate diet 

 Sudden introduction of nitrate feed 

 Herbicide treatment of plants 

 Sulphur and molybdenum deficiency  

 

SYMPTOMS 

 Sudden death without clinical signs. Death usually within 12 to 24 hours of ingestion. 

If Alive 

 Brain signs – Lost Balance, Weakness, Reluctance to Move 

 Oxygen deprivation – Increased respiration and heart rate, gasping for breath, brown, pale gums. 

 Gut signs – Diarrhoea, abdominal pain. 

 

TREATMENT 

 Remove all stock from the toxic feed and feed hay. 

 Call veterinarian to help treat animals that are still alive with intravenous antidote. 

 Restrict grazing of high nitrate feed - only 1 hour per day. 

 Avoid feeding at danger times. i.e. Dull warm weather on fertilised or well manured soils. 

 

This is a poisoning that we can help prevent through crop monitoring and grazing advice as well as in house testing.  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bring in crop samples to check levels. Our staff are 

trained to perform the tests accurately and quickly. 


